Se Nil ape 
VOL. 136, NO, 2 = \¢ aa 


Be DT 


FREEDOM SPEAKS FRENCH 
IN OUAGADOUGOU |; 
JOHN SCOFIELD! IS3B.. 


_) ae ——— 900 YEARSIAGO: ae a 
Sort et ee ‘4 THE egoursy Se 


7 a 


: Baveur Tapditts =p, 
arent in Color. fe) 


ay" ra he " a De igh ie 


a 


eo 





THE JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY wasuinctow pc 








August, 1g66 


GRAP RLIC 





Inexperience, poverty, and political woes beset the colorful family 
of nations that has emerged from France's West African empire 


Freedom Prtoue —— 
In Quagado 


By JOHN SCOFIELD 


Sconor Assistint Ealhtor 
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: HE GESTAL DIREC TOR of Abidian's 
museum lauvhecd when | asked if } could 


photograph the little man in spectacles. 

CO wll the exhibits m this treasure house of 
Ivory Coast ary | had picked a wooden firure 
of a-sunburned Frenchman, a rifle across his 
hack and an expectant look on his face, riding 
no ridiculous shoart-levged donkey. The 
donkey stand. atop aturtle with lees 
and head drawn tightly: mito its shell 

l had chosen the carving because 
it shows how West Afmcans of 2 @en 
craton or so ago viewed the roddv- 
faced, Impatient strangers who came 
to ther Villages ond tried to «ubstitute 
strange new tdcas forancient customs. 

“Vola monsieur, the director said, 
and laughed again “We Europe 
ans haye not changec. Forever 
ina hurry. But Africa nearly 
iways makes us ride the little 
donkey and the sleeptne turtle.” 

Ine vitahly, moments at Hiscoure 
urement came during three months 
of travel in the new republic that 
have sprung from France's West 
ATnican empire (miss, page 205). At 
such times I would wonder-if these 
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lands are not condemned forever to accept 
the Vokes of inertia ancl iddutidesataciliica af 
poverty of land und backwardness of people 
evoked by that amusing statuette. Ane vet | 
think not Already there gre hopeful sions 
In Abidjan itself, for instance, the donkey 
has jumped aff the turtle’s buck and grown 
a sel of useful, full-length lees. A hanpy 
and productive partnership between 
Iveirians and Europeans has turned 
the capital of Ivory Coast into o 
bustling showcase of French-Afri- 
Can prouress (paves Here 
somehow, Africa Past has leaped 
successiully into Africa Future, 
sremmely without detouring through 
the agonies that hobble se many other 
parts of Afmen Present 
Almost alone among French-speak- 
ing Africans, Ivoirians enjoy « 
heartening degree of prosperity. 
Abidjan’s nearby Vidi Canal 
routes @ steady procession of 
trehters to the Atlantic with oi] 
palm kernels and timber, pineapples 
anc coffee, cocon and bananas. Builel- 
Ings rise on every hand, spurred 
by yin influx: of capital from- Italy, 
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Iilustrations hy the author and National Geographic photographers 
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Mahkistan, the Cnpited States, [srael—und af 
course from France 

An even more telling indication of porce 
penty lies in the makeup of the crowels that 
awitl frenetically along Abidjan’s sidewalks. | 
once remarked on the number of purposetul 
Europeans | saw—and with them, strangely, 
Woe Leines Wornen 

“But of course,” explained o Frenchman 
“Here vou see the lost refuge of the oofan— 
the French colonial, These are the merchants 
who could no longer stand the uncertainties 
of life in Saigon. Instead of going back to 
France. they hove broucht their money and 
their Vietnamese wives to Afmeca Thev are 
hapoy here, and the [vormns are happy ta 
have them. There are colons from Algeria too 
whe could not bear to go back to the drip and 
drizzle of French winters 

And so, along with money from eager 
investors of a clozen nations, businesses in 
Vbrdian burgeon on skills that only a few 
years ago were prospering along Saigon'’s Rue 
(atinat or nat 
town Alviers, Independent Abidjan, in fact 
bustles with twice as many Frenchmen us it 
did when it was the capital of a French tern- 
tory. [ts population, swollen five-fold since 
World War I, tnchides the fastest rising mid 
dle Class in tropaval /Aitica todas 
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4 lone os [ staved in [very Copst's buss 
capital, | tended to think of this prosperous 
republic, (ist going on ax wears old. as being 
more French than Aincan. Dhen, one Suncias 
ite nioon onk a few miles out of town, | 
slapped where the sound of chums boomed 
from A& tiny fenced compound Pelehted 
tribesmen, whoon w eek clas 6 woot bacon Added 
jun soup factory. smilingly motioned me 


rowan! a low bench Beside it. half a doxen 


Tribal seu worn proudly above a second 
hand sweatshirt avmilwliee Chonmng Amica 
Thovweh antestoer worship still lure the 
life of fas people, this Mossi from Upper 
Volta aspires to Westem cress andl wos 

Felling 6 uted samba tree, o leer in 
lyory Const witld= a chinn saw, The ning 
at the aoc still sounds im rain forest and bush 
Du Veen etdininent micressinieis heel pes 
Almicans compete for world market 

irom Upper Votan troops, whose tathers 
fouc@ht bravely in Worle] Wars | ane I, 
tutch subtinchine guns. “Here are my two 
ns to ftht for Ponce declired a 
Views) lenecler im (940; dordaw the Moss bear 
arin to fuord their own independenct 


Th 
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is, across all Africa, vesterday chistes 
Wilh teliv a@ emerting pegilet, shart cil 
skill. mone, and resources. stove ta wall 
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Hush bouwr in Abidjan | 
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[vary Const's progr | 
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Piggyback passenger silently sheds a len 
The face and name of Ivory Coast's Presi 
dent decorate the pouch; other favorite 
prints portray French Preeslent de Ceaulh 
ane the lite President John F. Kennedy. Ay 
shintine babies on ther backs, Afmra’s wom 
enfree hanes and heals for other burdens 

Status im Dela: Motorbike worl Gancs 
racio, white short ond leathershues mark an 
URang-cominge- young- Aincan in lam 


eroact, MITE pert ite.) (ra edi rie trom 
tinge bul gid meni tent, <pinll trams 
taglines provide a unifvine influence acres: 


weetern Alria's aweome maches 





n8 cemijohns held reeking pools of still- 
1 witch doctor chant 
ed and stanped. Suddenly Abidjan's ameni 
ties seemed thousands of miles away 

Che hospitable villagers managed to explain 
Rate PeTrenoniy bo he it a mreture a Lae Ler 


fermenting millet beer 


and sien: Phe family hac called ina witch 
doctor to bring a newly married son and his 
shy, teen-age Wile the blessmes of many chil: 
146), Mumbling and hopping 
nbauet, the pati man sprinkled handfuls of cas 


dren (ge 
avis flour an the newlvweds. Then, with an 
impish erin, he sprinkled me, ond added a clab 
of flour moistened with lieer to my forehend 
L hope his spells cont work on strangers 
Lhave the nent number of children now! 


French Aid Helps Fledgling Nations 


Since my own childhood | have hungrils 
nored over thape of the whole vast expanse al 
Afmea south of the Sahura (see the World 
Atlas Series Map Supplement Northwestern 
Africa), Here in the lands of the Moor and 
the Matler-lippec Sard, Lhe blue-veilec Tuareg 
und the proud Fulani, the Niver River casts 
its golden loop, and waves <till claw al coasts 
anc Cole 


(Chad and 


called Slave and Iwory, Grain 
Names ring hike 
Changi, Gao and Timbuktu 

Amid the [slam nel, the 
nersistence of forest gods, the old ways ¢arrs 
on: slavery and ritual murder vet hide in dark 
corners, But movement 
have come to these never-never Londs, Cities 
pul! WIL traffic 
their wealth. Modern Afncans work wand ypilas 


vote cond fo to ac howl 


struck bells: 


Conservatism «i 
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ones nd fields diseorce 


From what were Fronch West ane French 
Equatorial Africa 
the United States but with fewer paved roads 
than the State of Maine 
ing family of newly independent nations Most 
of them tempered their heucdy dream of free 
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dom by taking the commonwealth rowle— 
cooperation within the French Community in 
return for financial support while they tried 
(heir barely feathered wings; But Guined stub- 
borniyvy insisted on cutting France's Apron 
stings once and forever. Today Gumen-and 
rneivhboring Miali cast their nets towaril both 
the Western democracies and the Soviets and 
Communist Chinese and their allies for aid 
and trade during the fledgling years 

Independent Afmica ins as many faces 2 it 
hts mimes, Bhven with its occasional witch 
doctor, sophisteated Abtdian resembles fa 
hrowsce—the bush—about as closely as cown- 
town Alonhattian looks like Yellowstone Na- 
onal Pork. Consider (ameroon, for instince, 
Which stretches trom the “armpit at Africa,” 
As Muthivy &@ red colonial has called the <team- 
ing Bight of Biaffa coast, northward 650) 
miles to the reer|y shore of Lake Chad 

In Cameroon, savsa guidebook, ives the 
Fon of Bikom, with more wives than anvone 





cleo in Lhe worlc. (Ads thé author in anotabie 
“This is probably not a 
ioqnist attraction”) [ didn’t wisit th 
wives, ond | fled from humid Douasls just in 
lime to keep the shees from mildewmy on my 
feet But northern Cameroon gave me some 
An atiience with as near As our 
world still offers to an absolute 


understatement, 
Fin's 


thing else 
eMC riatn 
monirch, and a glimpse back ware to. ving 
frazment of the 14th century 
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The Lamide of Rev Bouba lives in « hich 
willed sar built of mucl reinforced with millet 
straw, Ain impeasing Aitire (six feel three and 
close to 200 pounds) the Lamido rarely leaves 
the cool gloom of his maunyv-ucre palace, where 
eeveral hundred courtiers and servants—anel 
i man wives—minister to his slightest whin 
Outside, in a kingdom the size of Helgium 
10.000 people acknowledge him their muster 
and sole owner ol evervthing they possess 

In Kev Bouba, Africa remains much as early 
explorers [ound i A lane of traction, where t 








nes 
monarch maintains an elaborate court with Min- 
ishers of Warand Jistioe, a High Constable, and 
: Health Agent called akan sornmbo—titerally, 
“clerk of fecal matter"—and a land of pricle 

where strects ares epit chal bv ald] women bent 
nearly double over foot-long brushes of erie: 
Cnly slowly clo hint of the outside wearld in 


trude: the airplane sculptured on on inside wal 





of the Lamicto's sore, ani 


bi 


a Japanese jeep marked 
Lamido Rey Bouba,” carefully shielded from 
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Medieval Fete Murks Ramadcuan's End 





When tn American friend and ] were ushered 


into the |amide’= oreeence, hie Chomberlain 


st 
a Lreigp 
eclire 


Ln ea Ol Ws, rewrl 5 Prosi rpiie mn mot 
rope Nobles grovel at hit feet The daring to look directly at the imposing monirch 
inlay denloe th ao circle, ghd mock lawer fight) Then. levine on the floor with ea 


attirs te for the Lame < Amusement still averted, the (Chamberlain ininouncerd ws in 


b., crtpis oa | | cel = 1 eS ie | Cit arc: a 4 =f ; i 7 of lw 
— a ri ee OU Lerriied, (uaking yore, a5 belitted a vassal 

1 ] t 
of in ved During the author's wisit, thi : aaa i 
Bit | : —_ ' tha presence of hes loored 
ne Fes bak eo rs. pelt : he ee ' | 
Tenking Bneish to mv friend | asked when 


; the Laamdes subperct would celebrate the end 
fo oraneriiyv bn the Coming 
i 


of Kamadian, the Moslem month of fasting. He 
relaved the words in French to the Chamberlain, 
who hod to translate once more, inte Fulani, be- 
lore the Lamido would send back an answer Vil 
the sume tortudus route, But the struggle pel 
off. Day after tomorrow, the Lamido annowneer 
(or pessibly tomorrow: he couldn't be <ure 
Ramadan would enc. And on the following 
morning his subjects would gather to pledge 
their loyalty anew 

Pwo nents later ] was cdogine in the Lagmida’ 
circular fiuesthouse of crass and red-painted 
mil When drums sprang suddenly to life and 
high-mitched, jovful voices rocketed from mud 
Wille Sonrwhenre, | knew, & transmtor tard 
had packed up the news from (cairo that a sliver 
of new moon hung that night in the Egyptian 
ckhY. Ramadan was olficially aves 

mext morning, files of girls wearing only tins 
aprons ane stones of vellow beads, and with 
kins oiled-to an ebony gloss, sprinkled water on 
Lhe dtisty parade ground before the sare. War 


nors donned leopardsckin capes UCavalrvmen 
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BATTLE LINES DRAWN behind hinpopotamius-hide 
Hnetds, infentioypmen of Rey Bouwha wage ritual wer. 
Attackers on the left brandish spear and rattle 


Iron clappers on their shields. Defenders reply 


ith din of shouts, drums, and cattle-horn trumpets. 
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ens celebrate a betrothial im iviert: Helis Lash 
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ent French Alricn neither bo the «ide wall 


rofes Of Abidjan nor amid the splendors of 


with an equally startling contrast when 
Diuelws jet of Air Atriq“nue whisked me over 
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French Risdera to Fort Lamv.in the verv mi 
(lle of Africa 

Seu bere, hieh-orowed reed boats called 
boda, startlingly hike those on Peru s Lake 
Pi io, Le Le Mae oO a Tel bridiay ( Seu 


(res LO0-7. The Moorish triveler Leo Afri 





is, Whostiarted the rumors about “golden 

Dimbukiuninost fre centuries a, seem 

alen to have known about Lake t'had, bul 

Hintrsh explorers veribed tt= existence onl i 
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draped horses with quilted armor and wrig instead! FE townd « sparkling fresh-water Ink 

Hed themselves into shirts of chain mail. Her Whose shores nourish rich crops of millet and 

wlicts tootlert) on trumpets a long as themselves atehum, ane whose waters provicke a horn 
mc eee Whence ni Mansi rel-|estere whose (OF DMO rus aL PTT Le 
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ocdies, When they che, are sop Teo ili 
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ae ty | Lake Farmers Borrow a Datel Technigius 
thi hall tri oil Che ah iTee eherye! reel 

Th ne bie Fey tty | 24h hig iv i mw Fev yc ys nmoent nations meet whorng t hia 
The Limide appeared in the palace ¢ate lakes shores—Envlish-speaking Niveriu and 
wi. iid for three hours Rey bouba'’s people French-spenking Cameroon, Niger, and Uhm 
harced and shouted and trumpeted them liv. Hut Chad enjoys by far the largest share. Tak 

alivy (nages 160603), Thev asked, tn teturn, a ing #@ cue from the polders of the lirawa 
Mece® Of Tawi tO ensure Pace AO Prosperity Netherlands, Chacdiwin farmers Mave climmer! 
oon’ lie comin veal! the Paerrow Pie lev of Lite vf tA Linke "i lore 
But all their efforts were in vain. After the hollow arms and pumped then dry. The na 
last shout hid been shouted, dnd the inst hip hions golden hope lies in the rich ake-pottam 
po-hide shield had been shaken in the air, ti aol that can thus be put to work, and th thn 
Lanidoe went into his palace without a biacl nlenteous fresh water wwalable bo irrigate tt 

ard ghance. Ais people had been too slowin Bul even simple dame and pumps cost mon 
ett the spect le <tr ly Kocl fone on mcd Chad's coffers hole litth of that. Man, 
until he wae thirsty and tired There would be weirs must piss before Meninetul Coane cM 
no magic this. ve come to its friendly, oddly assorted popula 
lL know mv gon Wwrehes ure mo Serbatibuts [] Fi it Lamy, Chad's mic-continent cap Liat 
for Rey Bouha’s benedition, but lsendthem | saw a ereds-cection of the whole of savanna 
inviway, DP bepe his people have hada good = Africa—the vast, parched buffer zone between 
voor. For, amone the Affcuns | sisted, thes outright desert und forest—that stretches {from 
were the friendliest of ull the Atlantic to the Nile. A score of longuages 
Act ult’ L sturted mv circuit cv pres pened ALA Fort Lamy s Tin i ‘MIOPMNLS Marketplace 
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Island-strewn Lake Chad: 
water hole of sub-Sahara 





Freecom Speaks French in Ouagadougou 
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WHORE sales o11eh const of one 


umble even for most of its 

merc hans: 

ere. or a kitchen match 
The face of Chiat 


Tombalhave, beare the bole pattern of scars 


Presilent, Francois 
that myrks him tie 4 Sera from the semeultur 
al south. Mission-ecucated Tombulbave, who 
wears custom-tatored Faris suits—and wears 
hinel ne rer Sethi aw hate man until 
ind his fellow Sara 


ia 


them well 


he Wie five or six. He 
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every African nution | visited. The fortunes 
Ol these strigeling voung lands might have 
been much more hopeful if national boun 
danes could have followed tobal limits jn 
stead Of explorers’ paths! 

Noone knows the average income of (Chad's 
vation citizenry, execpt that it ranks among 
the lowest in all Alrica, Few of lhe « cuniry s 
families, even in the relatively well-to 
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do south, can manage lo scrape together more 
theuenned local trancé 
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HIEROGLYPHICS oft a parchment 
af sand, cillage compounds bake 
beneath the san of central Chea, 
aT. Tightly woven brush fences 

yg _éie c the privacy so. prizod 
op by Went African families. 


; Yr Ene losures, at left pen cattle 
— «, whose noeeping horns mateh 

= ot thoxé of bygone Texan: heras. 

| art i= ‘ <# Wayhboard wells, a tribal custom 


- pone frowned « upon, ecorrucate “a desert 
earrior's cheeks, Kepi and cape 
oye recall a romantic past when the 
French Foreign Legion patrolled 
the Sahara. The soldier stanuls 
act? in the honor guard of Chadian 
_. President Frangois Tombalbaye. 
whose own face bears tribal sears. 
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another five or 4ix thousand dollars annually 
io the bill. Gasoline sells in the capital for 75 
cents o vollon—and brings double that m 
Chad's northern oasts of Largeau 

“Why?” | wondered aloud to a friend at the 
American Embassy. 

“Distance,” he said. “Chad fies at the end 
of the line from everywhere.” 

Fuel, both for Chad's handful of motor 
vehicles and for the generating pliant that 
makes Fort Lamy's electricity, struggles up 
from the coast over more than a thousand 
miles of rail, river, and unpaved road. 

“Tt takes two gallons of gasoline,” my friend 
pointed out, “to bring one gallon to Largeau's 
storage tanks.” 


Live Oysters Flown to a Desert Land 


Outrageous contrasts pop up all over Chad, 
The nation bowsts practically no all-weather 
roads, only about 10) percent of ite people can 
read, and it has only one daily newspaper, a 
mimeogriupted sheet that goes to the few in- 
terested enough anc rich enough to afford its 
S40-a-vear subscription fee. Yet Fort Lamy's 
wirport, Which lies at the hub of Africa, trans- 
ships more air cargo than any other in the 
French-speaking world except Sargon's Tan 
Son Nhut and Paris's busy Orly Aerodrome 

A surprisingly large share of that air cargo 
finds ite way to the kitchens of Fort Lamy’s 
excellent hotels, where it is possible to cine 
regularly on fresh caviar, oysters, and lobster 
thermicdor. But the ovsters, succulent “No, | 
Belons” flown alive from the coast of Brittany, 
cost 60 cents cach here in the heart of Africa, 
anda meu for two may not bée covered by a 
$50 traveler's check 

Shortly before f arrived in the Central Afr 
can Republic, Chad's neighbor to the south, 
a coup had toppled President David Dacko, 
Who six vears before hal become at 40 the 
world’s youngest elected head of state. 

The revolution took what bas come to be 
almost-a classic form in this part of French 
Africa: Army officers aetized power suddenly 
and gave Red China's diplomatic mission its 
Walking papers The ex-president remained 
happily alive, ond the few casualties seemed, 
‘as offen os net, to have been only accidents 
(ine af those killed: a night watchman who 
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tried to use his bow and arrow to defend the 
local radio Station. 

This huge and little-known expanse of Afri- 
can real estate offers several novelties. Butter- 
flies, for one thing. Collectors come from 
around the world to net the republic's winged 
jewels, For another, &ibbwistm—communal 
villages patterned after the spartan: social ex- 
periments of another pionecr lane, Israel." 
And, ironically in a nation that may never be 
able to support itself, a bucking chumond- 
cutting industry, 

“We weren't sure itwould work, ourselves,” 
dimmond expert Edmond Richter told me. “In 
Europe, bovs—the sons and grandsons: of 
diamond cutters—train for years as appren- 
tices before they are trusted on their own. 
These African bows, with littl or no education, 
ore learning to cut diamonds that bring just 
us high a price per carat as those cut mny- 
whereselse in the world.” 

At the luxurious Rock Hotel in Bangui, 
CAR's pleasant riverside capital, | sipped a 
pastis and chatted with an Israel business- 
man Beyond the prassy terrace, islands of 
contorted stone parted the Ubanel's currents, 
and the hazy Congo hills rose beyond the riv- 
er like the background of a Chinese painting. 

“Bigger than France,” the Israeli said and 
jerked bis head in the direction of the re- 
public's undeveloped hinterland. “And yet, if 
the whole nation disappeared tomeht, who in 
our countries would mourn it—or even know 
it had ever existed?” 


Browsing Giratfes Plague Phone Users 


Niger, Chad's neighbor to the west, aso 
has its luxury hotel, from which I daily 
watched the sun. turn an angry crimson in 
the desert haze before it quenched itself be- 
hind egret-dotted islands in the great Niger 
River. But Dremember Niger even better for 
its animals. 

In Niamey, the dusty capital, | heard about 
the telephone company and its troubles at 
Ayorouw. There in the western corner of the 
republic, where the Niger River returns fram 


* These communities were deecriled by the author in 
“Brarl—Lind af Promise.” NaTMOSAL GrtrGRAFHIC. 
March, 1905, an in “The Land of Galilee.” lew Kieromet | 
Marbelsh, December, 164, 


Their fashing beauty yet to be revealed, uncut diamond from the Central African 
Republic's mine awalt the polisher’s wheel. Apprentice Pascal Bander examines a tenth 
Carat stone cut with 16 facets. Tutored by German experts in a venture sponsored jointly 
by the CAR Government and Diamond Distributers Inc, an American firm, ‘African 
youths Jearn te master an art that Europeans poss down through generations 
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nanics them, they gallop off with that strange 
rocking-horse gait that makes running grates 
60 waondertul to wateh—and snap!) Chit goes 
hie Tee none ery ice 

Ii Niger’s-ciraffes sorely try anyone who 
attempts to use the cabiee pebliqie in Ayorou 
—it shelters the only phone in town—thes 
can be o pure jov to the occasional traveler 
who comes their way. [ traveled the hundred 
or so dirt-roacl miles from Niamey late one 
nicht <a] could be at the crossing Area (ust a 


the sun rose. | was still crogey and halt asleep 
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when the driver stopped the car, pointed to 
eomething beside the road, and motioned me 
out. Before I renlized it, 1 was standing so 
close to an enormous bull giraffe that T had 
to back off again to get him all in the picture, 

Eventually | joined a family group of 13 
giraffes, and) we wandered off toxether into 
the bush. When they browsed. I advanced. 
When they stopped to watch me, T stopped 
too. They let me approach each time to within 
fifty or sixty feet before they would gently 
drift away to & nelghbormg tree 


Geometric murals brighten a bed seller's 
howse in Niamey, capital of Niger. Shoes 
wait at the door of the Moslem home Pro- 
jecting vutters keep runoff from eroding the 
develling's mud walls 

A, vast, parched land so hot that rain may 
evaporate before hitting the ground, Niger 
supports aspire population of Negro farm- 
ers and nomadic Tusarer whose salt caravans 
aul ply the relentless Sahara 


I wanted action—running wraifes—so | 
tried o piércine whistle that has stopped as 
miny as three taxicabs ona Washington street 
when | wanted only one, The giraffes listened 
politely and then wenton with their meal, I 
waved myarms They watched quietly. I tried 
running straight at them, 

This was better. Each time I cichit, the huge 
beasts galloped for fifty yards or so, their 
hoots churning litth geysers of sancl, and then 
stood waiting for me to catch up. For nearly 
an hour—until Iwas hopelessly wincded—we 
plaved this strange game of tag. 

And then, as we all rested quietly, I settled 
another matter. Can giraffes make any sound 
at all? (Scientists anewered this vears ago, but 
| could. never remember their decision.) Now 
I know that giraffes are not mute. One of the 
things [ will never forget is the sound of their 
discreet couching as they nibbled dainty im 
the Lops of Avorou's thorn trees 


Muddy Hoads Complicate Mailman's Task 


Niger, naturally enough, has no monopoly 
on West African wildlife. Its ncighbor.to the 
weat, for instance, which glories in the name 
af Upper Volta (there is no Lower Volta, 
showed me its elephants..1 learned about them 
throwgh Voltas chief “postman.” 

In a young nition that possesses not one 
foot of paved highway beyond its cities limits, 
mail distribution can be difficult. Upper Vol- 
ti's government solves the problem neath 
with » six-place Broussard aircraft and 
handsome French pilot named Pierre Reenier. 
Often, when no letters or packages have to be 
nicked up, Pierre simply opens a hatch above 
some remote provincial settlement and kicks 
the mil sack out 

Actually, I wae less interested in Pierre's 
mail-delivery technique than | was tn his 
knowledge of bit game Each weekday atl 
dawn, he wings south toward Volta’s fronter 
with English-speaking Ghana, to deliver mail 
to remote Po and Léo. Between them lies ele- 
phant country, to while away the dullness of 
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flving the same route day after day, Regnier 
“oantmal-watches” in the bush below. 

And that wos why | went elephant hont 
“No promises,” 
that | saw 


ing in an airplane Wired 
“All T can 
elephants there a few hours ato 

Within minutes we we 


wes momting downward while hn 


Recriiet TuUnrantee 15 


fe west of Aa. atic 
Reverie 
nut the plane into wa sickening descent toward 
noclump of pcocia trees. As we circled deal 
eningly clase, o dozen clephunts, among them 
one enormous old tusker, toned desperatels 
nrobechine CAM- 


Lal 


fo Spee henepth the trees’ 


op: In all we sighted sixty elephants 


"Ouagadougou Choochoo” takes con furs 
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Wternoon, including 4« herd of mearly forts 
cuitlcdlen fright across 
the bush with ears and trunks outstretched 

Along wath tts elephants, Upper Volta has 


And 


go Cs tle rt iran 
[ ciscovered, @oing to 


that strenmed away in 


people—roughly five milion of them 
unvwhere in Africa, 
market offers the quickest wav of learning 
about them. Of all the markets ] saw, from 
the sandy jumble in Niger's Dierma villages. 
where camel herders munch on fried locusts, 
to the unbehevable color of Dakars<« flower 
stalls, I remember moat vividly the great mar- 
kelp 
cou (Which meons “place of the Ouaga pew 
ole), Here. for Anyone who Will regal gt, [bes 
in autobiography of West Africa 





ace af Upper Volta’s capital, Quagadou- 


Atnican cooking, (or instance, remains al- 
inexplored tyr 
there must be many subtleties Ouapa’s mar 


reeset totalls outsiiers, vet 


for 


ups gnd stews. Perhaps two hundred old 


devotes & whole oren to flavorings 
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leaves, bits of bark. Not far Aw, Muh 
Women pat peanut flour into skinny douph- 
nuts and deep-fry them on the spot 

Lcross the way squat vendors hawking-the 
prosaic necessities of village life in Upper Vol- 
ti—flints for starting fires, bows anc quivers 
of iron-tipped arrows, tiny bottles fashioned 
of gazelle skin with the hair left.on Leather- 
workers Create neat amulets stuffed with pas: 
sages from the Koran for (Cluagca’s Moslems 
Shoemakers shape practical, long-wearing 
sanlials from old automobile tires 

From the rich sights and smells of fone | 
drifted] often toward the market's “house- 
Wares department, with its piles of garishls 
enameled pots and commodes Maude in Ni 
gcria, they bore a few words-in uddition to 
Howers and animals in raw primary colors 

It became a game, as T peerecl over the 
shoulders of shoppers, to-sce if I could spot a 
ne W INnSCnIipooml FEAR OF TAIL 1S THE BREGIS- 
NING OF WISDOM, «1 commode announced to 
meone day. Cinner plates proclaimed MONEY 
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COME MONEY OO, or the other side of that 
Universal Coin; WOMAN COME WOMAN Go 
Stewpots offered philosophy—wHo KNOWS 
TOMORROW ? 

lL suppose, amid all the banalities, I huped 
to find a match for the first of theae inscrip 
tions DT encountered | saw it.only once, beside 
no wizened, ugh woman in the market at Fort 
Lamy. Lettered on. an enormous pot, it an- 
nounced confidently, MY HUSBAND LOVES ME 

Jov and laughter pervade Aftican markets: 
a constant bubbling of banter and jokes ac- 
companies the serous business.of buying and 
selling. But | could never suppress a feeling 





Beehive huts of Mossi tribesmen pock 
lush, path-leced stands of grain serehum. Tn 
rich willed compountl one howe near the 
entrance belongs to Lhe husband, the others 
1? hile several wives. 

Only during summer tains does such ver 
dant growth reward Upper Volta's poor red 
anil and primitive farming techniques 
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sums up many of the aspirations ane frustra- 
tions of French Africa's newly independent 
nations, Show-place public buildings and a 
posh hotel rise alongside African residential 
quarters of mucl houses, mud streets, and open 
sewers Government moter vehicles sit idle 
for lack of repair parts and gasoline. Shops 
hopefully display Swiss watches lo passers- 
by whe still tell-time by glancing at the sun. 
Paved main streets end at the city's edge; fram 
there stretch only dirt roads that became 
hopeless ribbons of “elephant mud” during 
the summer rains. 


“The King Must Only Condescend to Live™ 


To the southeast, between strife-torn Ghana 
and Nigeria—both ex-wards of the British 
Hion—crowd a pair of absurd souvenirs of the 
Sth-century sctaumble for Affica. Then, any 
unclaimed bit of coastline became an open 
invitation for one world power or another to 
scurry inland as far as it could 2. 

The Republic of Togo memorializes one 
such German expedition. More than three 
hundred miles from north to south, it sits on 
a stop of surf-washed beach so short that a 
determined Hausa trader, if he thought a sale 
awaited him on the other side, might easily 
bicycle across the nation in an afternoon. 
Samnalent Loné, the capital and only major 
town, still prides itself on the Germanic pire- 
cision of its street plan, which the French did 
nothing to upset When they claimed Togo os 
a prize after World War 1. 

To Toge’s right, as you look at the map, Hes 
Dahomey, where one of the last of mid-Afri- 
ca's kingdoms fournshed into modern times 
Wrote explorer Richard Bourton, who visited 
Ring Glele in his muod-walled capital at Abo- 
mey just before Christmas of 1664: 

“If perspiration appears upon the royal 
brow it is instantly removed with the softest 
clath by the genthest hanck...if the King 
sneezes, all present touch the ground with 
their foreheads; if he drinks, every lip utters 
un exclamation of blessing...the Dahoman 
King must only condescend to live, all. ..is 
done for him.” 

Made rich by their trafficking in slaves, Da- 
homey’s kings sent messages to deceased par- 
ents by whispering the words into a captive’s 
ear and then having him decapitated on the 
spot. A man und a woman Were dispatched 
each morning simply to thank the gods for 
another day in the king's life. tele kept often 
at his side the skulls of three of the forty rival 
rulers he boasted of having «lain. 

OF all this power and glory, little remains: 


some crumbling mud palaces, the memories 
of the royal family, who «till sacrifice to the 
spirits: of the sovereigns, and the craftsmuin- 
shipat Abomey's tailors, who patiently stitch 
appliqué cloths that perpettate the proud 
badees.of Dahomey’s kings (opposites. 

As I moved westward through French Af- 
rca's peis- in- “a-pod republics, | became en- 
meshed in a curious lack-logic atmosphere. 
The certainties of life lost all meaning. Time, 
for instance, No two timepieces in mid-Africa, 


Dam sure, ever indicate the same hour, Grad- 


wally I lost confidence in my own watch and 
took to estimating time as the Africons do, by 
the sun, 

Airplanes -cleparted early, or late; or not at 


ull. Telegrams requesting reservations had still 


not reachec! hotels when Thad come and won: 

Gnee, instead of flying first to the capital of 
a country, landed at a remote oasis town in 
the middle of a particularly burning after- 
noon. | was the only passenger alighting there, 
itnd the tiny customs shed stood empty except 
for a lone taxi driver in u blue robe and bnht 
yellow Moroccan slippers turned under at the 
heels: He picked up my bags, and I gratefully 
followed 

Two weeks later, When | tried to leave from 
the nation’s mutin airport, a customs official 
looked yainly through my passport fer an 
entry stamp. [tried toexplain why he couldn't 
lind it, He countered by telling me that | 
couldn't leave because | wasn't officially there 
to begin with 

One perspiring hour later, ufter a friend 
from the American Embassy had explained in 
three Janguaces and | had been forgrven for 
entering. the country illegally, my departure 
wits finally okaverL The inspector grandly 
stamper my passport March & (it was then 
February 19) ane let me go, 


Time ond Timetubles Bow to Wawa 


In another airport in another country, ! told 
the story to a chance mcquanntance, a Belgian 
diplomat. Ae said something that sounded 
like *“wawa." I looked puzzler. 

“Wawn,” he said, quite distinctly this time. 
“Weat Africa Wins Again.” He laughed at his 
own joke. 

Wawa continued to enrich my life. In one 
of the lavish hotels that have sprung up all 
across newly independent Africa, | asked to 
be called at six. I should have known better. 
The night clerk slept as soundly as L Then, 
when the airport manager called only five 
minutes before my departure time the clerk 
roused himself enough to wesure him that I 


ii? 


had already left. Naturally, | missed that week's plane. 

Experiences tke these—they qiuickty become @ com 
mon denominator of every visitor's stay in West Afnta— 
can be deceptive. Here, more easily perhaps than ans 
Where else on earth, one can be misled by the poverts 
and equalar, the shorcediness ool the ineptitude I've 
heard it called “arrogant ncampetence”’—into missing 
the very real riches of these amazing lanes 

The Republic of Mali was a case in por 

ride und poverty mark this vast chunk of Africa. A 
stubborn determination to go it alone sets Mali opart 
from the other newly independent nations that border 
the southern Sahara (see the supplement map), Like 
coastal Guinea, Mali looks for aid as often to the Lom- 
munist world as to the Western democracies, Crechoslo 
vVukians crew the Jlvushin 14's that ply most of Malis 
internal wir routes, and. Russian crews take up the yu 
shin 18 prop-jets that link the capital. Bamako. wil 
Dakar. Soviel geologists in Russian-made jeeps prowl 





restiesshy in asearch for oil anc minerals, and dour agn- 
culteral experts from the Chinese People’s Republic in- 


troduce new crops to Bambara farmers 
Funeral Ceremony Without a Death 


Malt’s made-m-Ching attitude toward journalists near 
ly led me to cut short my stay. | would need a permit to 
use Toy cameras, Always carry it, | was told; it will be 
checked often. And it was—by ordinary citizens tm small 
towns and remote villages, by children, who solemnly in 
formed me thit taking their picture Wis Aeanst the es; 
bv policemen who scooped up both permut and passport 
and returned them hours later 

At first glance there seemed painfully Tittle to photo- 
vraph, Drab Bamako's streets contrasted poorly with 
cities | hal ol reals seer. Shops displaved shelves almast 
bare. Frustrated and unhappy, thought breetly of mov- 
ing on. Pm glad I didn’t For one thing, | would: have 
missed attending mv own funeral 

in Miali’s remote Dogon country, far to the northeast 
of Bamako, ancestral Africa survives in a4 pure o lorm oe 
anywhere else on this vast continent, Hidden away atop 
hent-bitked plateaus and at the feet of forbidding escarp 
ments, Dogon villagers cling doggedly to the customs 
and beliefs of no one knows how many fenerations azo 

l came to Sanea, lareest of the Dogon villages, hoping 
that I might see a funeral. In thet ceremonies for the 
dead, the Dovan combine the arts of sculpture and dance, 


African Venice. the sitlage of leanvie perches on sulle 
in Jaroon-laced southern Dahomey. Brush weirs loop 
acrods the channel at center. Housewives emoke the 
catch in earthen ovens banit on tater Hors, then 
ferry the fish to buvers ashore 

Theveh a omiigel amon? noatinns, (iinno-aze [hn 
homey boasts more than taace the ares of its avercign 


neighbor, onceerman Dan 








antl the lore and mythology that have given 
them a unique place in pagan Africa. But, 
luckily for the gentle people of Sanga, loere 
had been no deaths 

Could they, [ wondered aloud to Chobara, 
the French-speaking chief of Sanga, put on 
a funeral ceremony for my cameras. Opobara 
looked dubious: They might even pretend i 
was my funeral, | suggested 

Nhat did it Ogobara: pointed to the one- 
room building where Sanga’s one-man police 
department held office, so that my permit 
could be checked, and promised me 25 ¢danc- 
ers at eneht the next morning 

‘nel so, for an hour (beginning promptly at 
ten-thit dancers nel 
leaped in shell-decoraled costumes, holding 


SAnia's rwisted 


elaborate masks in place before their faces 
by eripping built-in handes With there teeth 
(right) Female eves must not behold the sa- 
cred masks, so the ceremony took place atop 
a rocky outcrop at a discreet distance from 
the village. The fact that their “corpse” was 
not only quite alive but busy making photo 
graphs seemed to bother them not at al 


Grit Seasons Soup in Timbuktu 


From Sanga my route took me to Aopti, 
With ite cunous Mud mosque (pages 180-F), 
und then north acreass the slugvish Niger to 
the world's best-known small town. Fabled 
Timbuktu, | suspect, boasts at least one 
other superlative: The Songhai and Tuareg 

(Lenhrved on page [45) 





Cliff-foee tombs of Mali’s mysterious Tellem people crouch ina cleft like the puel- 


Ina of Colorado's Mea Verde. Human ekulis surround a member of 1 Dutch excavating 


team: the 2,300-yeor-old ete has 


nice vielied tutterned textiles, heohrests, a. wooden 


ef MtM, aM atranie wooden ob pets resembling corkacrews 
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SUNSET SOF TENS THE DUSTY SQUALOR of “Timbuktu the Golden,” Malinfabled crossroads, 


whieh for cenfuries symbolized end-of-carth remoteness. Today only a trickle of tourists 


te? ond walf caravancers reaches the south-Saharan collage. 
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tribesmen who live here on the edge of the Sahara must surely 
enjoy the world's cleanest teeth. These simple folk floor their mud. 
willed houses with the deserts fine pale-0n chen Sani. sand its 
crins permeate evervihing they eal 

Even in the pleasant high-ceilinged hotel that shelters the vil 
lage's trickle of adventurous Lourists; desert erit is ever present: in 
the soup, Which prves off 4 rasping sound whenever a spoon touches 
the bottom of the plate: in the fist locally-made bread: in the deli- 
cate baked capitaine—Nile perch from the nearby river; even in 
the hite-size roasted songbirds and the deliciously turned out creme 
corel! that appear as main course and desert 

[wish [ oow 
el the Moorish traveler Leo Africanus several centuries are, diner 
from golden plates Welghing half a ten! But I can only echo the 
words of Rene Caillié¢, the French baker's son who tn 1828 became 
the first European to bring back a description of this most fabled af 
earth's far places 

“At length, we arrived safely at Timbuctoo,” wrote the 7&-year- 
old adventurer when his vear-long struggle across the desert ended 








id write glowingly of this “city” whose kings, report 


“The sight before me, did not answer my expectations The sk; 
WHS @ pale red as far as the horizon: all nature wore a drean 
aspect, and the most profound silence prevailed.” Nor did Caillié 
see anyvihineg during his fortnicht there that caused him to change 
his mind about this “mass of il-looking houses.” 

Por only afew minutes each cay does t 





us rather shabby desert 





Village change its mood. As the stm dips low and the heat wanes, 
Timbuktu's ornate bross-studeed doors open and its resiclents 
emerge lo shop and gossip along the sandy streets. The shuffle of 
feet churns wp a gritty haze thal hangs above the roolitons; gilding 
the raves of the dving sun (pages 182-4) ‘Thus, for a brief moment 
Bach alternoon, Pimbukiu becomes what it mutt have been in the 
mnds of René Cailli¢- and the others who strugeled—and in some 
cases diec—trving to penetrate its veil of distance mod mystery: 
Timbuktu the Golder : 





Conakry Shops Lack Buys and Buvers 


(ine of the inescipable lessons of wide-ranging travel in Afrien 
is the folly of accepting anv answer as-final Pleft Mali thinking of 
rm mest desperate of all West African nations. and of Rama- 
KO's shops as being hopelessly out of everything But Conakry, 
(ruinea s $ea-pirt capital, showed me that—from the neht vantage 





i ast 


pomt—even Bamako could be viewed a3. an ishoind of relative plents 

Most shops along Conakry’s pleasant mango-shaced streets yawn 
empty of both goods and customers, At the local Printania chain 
store, the very symbol of department-store opulence elsewhere in 
French Africa, customers stepped through a closed and bolted door 
ithe glass had long ago been «masher out) into what had once been 


Cuaiety erupts on an airport runway: Women of Mopti send 
colt i (rhe to Hamake, Mali's terrid capital Youyngste me iImpro 
Vise steps to the beat of chroms, murimbalike balafon, and wrest 
castunets. Let music sound ard Africans will often luret spon 
tancouslY inte dance With the continent's erratic airlme sched 
ules, these feetivittes could bubble on inte evening 

Aircrait such is this Douglas OC-3 and a feet of Ruccian Dvir 
shins carry the JO century into reaches of Mali once penetrated 
only by camel caravan Colechieer oe ikeE F ens ; 
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4 clothing lepurtine nt. Aside from |ix al rach Cees ta sanilals., 
lootwWear consisted of one pair of men's shoes of imitation leather 
and 2 single dusty white pump. Adjoining counters held a few 
underthines too expensive for African purses, some winel-un tove 
[rom (oom@munist China, stationery, and a Hie of purple embray 
cery Vir 

(Gauineans milled abeut apparent boredom, touching une 
thing after another—as those objects hac olbvinus YY Geen Lowe hed 
countless times before—but not buying. At the for end of the store. 
women shovel cate DTessed if il SIX fee Ti nes WAVvIn? i rune 
Wack of (roONoido, Gauines s aliticast 4 duchess printec-in ( recha 
lovakia currency, which poes by the derisive Frenchslanefor “next 


2. he Bl a P 
fo pol hing A policeman SIrugreied | Keen order while three 


{ 
harried clerks rationed out cans Of Lrech tomate purée 


Beyond the Poverty, Hiches Beckon 


All this strikes the newcomer as preposterous in a nation pH: 
tentiaily the richest in all French Africa. For, along with almost 
unlimited wits roower, this Orevon-cize land re poices in mujer cle- 
DOSS Of Gad, nickel, chrome, dinmonrls, and tron—plus an es! 
mated quarter toa third of the world's knownsupplyof aluminum 
rch bauxite. The problem, af course, isthat most of this huge bank 
aCCOWwnt temains i the earth, and until dams can be built: the 
WHET DOWer Clecite: uweleesiy down to the <a 

even with these problems, though, Guinen's shops could be a« 
well stocked a= those of poverty-wracked Chad. for instuncs , WET 
it not for her government's determination to live within its means 
Though bauxite, particularly, already brings in some ten million 
dotlars annually in hard currency, Guineas refuses to spend it on 
LTS tier rors We tie CX pense of long-term cdevelnpmen! 

since 1958, when Guineans overwhelmingly voted for. om plete 
Independence from France, observers from both the Communist 
and Weetern worlds bave lookerton this strugeline nation 
Hkely bellwether. [ft (uinea takes off economically, her [roSpent, 
could buttress the whole region; if she fails, her neighbars too f i 
collapse nround her like houses of cards. And o Guinea has he- 
come a classi ind Otlentime: amusine—battlecround of com 
PRIN aid programs 

Russia at first did her own couse no good by sending railway 
Que fl that Wouldn't ft Guinea's tracks and snowplow * Wong 
WILD tractors. Gillnes made mistekes too: clasing down the nu 
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COMSCeTanIe Pu T cuf al r fi rat big }oanean louclsp okers ior onnkre 

Intersections. But in the long siew., few observer quarre| with the 
résuilis.of (auinea's “formulaof mixed company,” 23 one American 
Hiplomal characterized tt to ihe | awl inf to the herself to either 
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Sun-baked mut) mosque offers canctuary to the faithful of 
Mant. With bultresses and Huns, Sudanese prchiitectiier 
strives for the iluaonof height: Beams thrusting from the wall 
provide a permanent scaffolding for repeirmen to vse when 
fain erodes sides and roof, Moptl sorqawls over lands tn thi 
stucersh Niger River, whose teeming fieh life and fertile hein 
stain the bulk af Mali's four-and-a-half million Peon le 
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Went of armed spread 
epeture. “when thre 


president hints practices austenty, vot Emote he mens it 

if netions Cin he compres Le poeeey (ile Tl woule liken Letina 
to m toueh-minecler, self-reliant wrehin standing defiantly amid 
a roomful of better-educated. better-tlressed, but shehtly sel- 
inNdiuiigent poys tnd [imet more than one diplomat who, despite 
(suinea's saurning debts and strange bedfellows, arves this strug 
cling nation at lewst as coor uchance at eventual seli-suiicien 
“ most of it more developed neightears 

Wet of Mall «preads onother desert nation, half again the 
size df Texts and with fewer inhabitants thin Rhode Ishand. (in 
fart, Wlawritania boasts exht times:as many coats and sheep as 
It has people Cintil recently this Lanrl of the Moors enjpoverd the 
Wve co Ue Lin of having its capital in anolher country. Not 
until (9681 didits handful of bouwbou-clac bureaucrats move their 
decks and pencils trim thi peal e ls Ol-fshinndl Aims phere 
of St. luauis. hetehbonne Seneeul’s colonial cayntal, to an almost 
empty miece of desert, 150 miles north, Comfortably within 
Maurtania’s borders, the new site marks—as coe the countin 
ttiecli—a meeting place of the Arabie-peaking Vioslem world al 
North Afica and the Seoro World af the tropics 


Hoabyw Brustlia Rises tn the Desert 


At Nounkchotl—whoer name means “place of the winds’ —4i 
found mvsell ina miniature Brasilia. Here, between the sea and 
he Siihara, 33,000, O00 in French loans bas created 4a spanking 
new city. Amid the bangs of hammers and the dust of concrete 
mixers. Well-dressed French couples trail children along neath 
lmicd-out streets, and lean Mloors in robs of White or electri 
blue casually pitch their tents in the lee of starkly modern apart 
ment building 

NouUuRCHOES cly fathers strovele with such probe 0 
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whole sections of asphalt sometimes vinish 





beneath the desert’s straveling dunes: They worry’ aboutsupp 


ing the civ s 12.000 of so resedent® with water fram wells 





niles away, Ancd the walk of schoolroome built only two or three 
fenrs goo ber what looks like the onime of centure 

How can we expect children who have alway = wet in tenix 
to Understand that painter) walls must be keyy clean?” oa Mouri 
bitnian flee ieel oriplaanied 

He Wille te ATTY, } AM Sure. ii this were his only education 
al problem, for most of the republic's children still liwe in tent 
Lea Witihiclet math The Tare its herds Prom vite || Tr cless ri vit || 
Ler nicusty, Vinuritanigan ect niors Piewa a | uf role ae coM- 
feomeni—tamp se hole (hat slay with tribal groups as they move 
With the: pasturage. But even this, mv friend told me, creates 
strange-problens 

“The -aovernment insists that families send at least one sort 


choo), he sai “But the nomad has only scom for formal edu 
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feltclling old thtes about the proper occupwtions for a Moor 


reading the Koran, ruding, and camel breeding. =o he senecs 
te TT be tke the son s, putcnace 

‘Anminentiv it never occurs te him,” he concluded, “that the 
Serre servi Will wind up ws the lawver or clerk, While the son 
VOCs rieht rm =iftitew. bi t hist i Ln plire a 

Chinge comes in other wavs. Trathe luehis now gitared the 
capital's main intersection; when they were installed, a crowd 


of several huncbred desert dwellers stood faecinated for lrours, 
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Witching them slowl blink their red, green. 
and vellow eves 

Until recently the earned foreign exchange 
of thie curiously empty land came in iaree 
part from one skimpy product of an and wil 
Hemess—iuin arhbic, which wores from the 
deserts Crawly Acacia trees aie fines iis was 
into ink, medicine, and even candy. Todas 
Vinuritanions see hope of a fiir roster econam- 
w huture. At Fort souraud, far tothe north of 
Nouakchott, prospectorsas early as [O45 were 
Investigating 4 mountwain of hematite that 
vrelas mearly-pwo-thireds of tte wenht in smelt 
ec! iron 
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French, who estimate the supply at 


10 nniliien tons: built a 400-mile-long 
raliiway across the desert to Port Etienne, on 
Aiguritania’s Athanth 
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‘In the positive 
irrend told me, “we ve borrowed only because 
we had to—and that one trathe light repre- 
sents the only luxury spending [ khow of,” 
Proudly he swept his hand toward Nounk 


sige.” mv MWiauritunin 


chott's small-town skvline. where the green- 
and-vellow Miniritanian flag rippled atop a 
modest presidential residence: [ saw in his 
lace Some of the ST steely jetermiation 
that marks the faces of so many Guineans 
lL) inde 
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nendent nations without 
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Cine can easy cry bad management to 
explain such setbacks, but in tact they have 
rarely been brought about by stupicity a1 
graft orineptitude. Frenchmen and American: 
and Britons freely lend their kKnowledie and 
advice, banks ond friendly nations nek capi 
talon what, at the time: looks good), Hut, mear 
ly always, Africa has the last word. As an 
American ADD official put it: “It's hard to 
reilive, when vou view these failures from 
our world of andl cial 
dependable crops and skilled farmers, bow 
difficult it can be to bring new tricks to tired 
old Janel," 

in Dakar, Senegal’s busy, French-flavored 
capital such problems seemed far away. | was 
back now, full circle, to Paris tn Africa (pages 
201). For a week | wandered this aston- 
ishing city whose sidewalk cafes overflow 
with people from a dozen cultures and whose 


rich soil worl, of 
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streets throb with frantic traffic. | lunches! 
over the surf at the Lagwun—yambon de Parme, 
bouillahaisee, and w Muscacet 
en cold it made my eves ache—and hac din 
ner at the Neer, ao hotel so modern that it 
scorms “old-fashioned” air conditioners pn 
favor of letting the sea winds sweep unimpect 


A Testi 


ect throuch its rooms 

| window-chopped for books and gold 
jewelry along sunny Avenue William-Ponty, 
uid saw a night soccer game between Sene- 
mlese and West German teams in Dakars 
massive Friendship Stadium, | watched shm, 
levey girls air their pooctes m the marvelous 
vellow liht of late afternoon, and mused on 
the odd fact that | was closer now to Brazil 
than to my starting point beside Lake (had 

In Dakar, as in Abidjan, one can exsily 
forget the real face of Africa. In fact, unin- 
quiring visitors speeding by taxi from the 
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airport at Yof to downtown Dakar may never 
see that other face, for along the airport road 
Here are 
the hames of the shoeshine bove and the clerks, 
the taxi drivers and the market porters. If 


it hides behined tall, leafy hedges 


they are lucky, they may own @ one-room 
shack of packing-crate boards and corrugated 
Toh. if not, a5 much LS three-quart Cre of then 
month, Income ht Bo Dey aril six Si piliaire 
In either case their 
Lat) 
to get water, and morning ane 
evening they will step gingerly around clogs, 


feet of rented shelter 
wives will crewed around a communits 


twit c¢ i clay 


chickens, goats, and piled refuse on their way 
to and from work 


Worm-oul Engine Provokes a Dance 


But ewen here the incredible vitality of 
Africa asserts ttseli. [In a Dakar suburb caied 
Bopp, | wandered late one Sunday afternoon 
amid acres of doiiows, concrete ivloos put up 
by the French just after World War IT and 
now much th demand as medium-cost hous- 
Ing. As the stn dropped, wavy litthe dances 
erupted wherevera knot of young people 
wathered. Africans will dance jovously al the 
slightest provocation; | have seen them break 
inte fin improvised COnZA Step ta the rhythm 





of a diesel engine with 1 faulty exhaust Valve 
one; two, three, BUMEP' 

On aooather afternoon, Seneval’s able payet. 
president, Leopold Senghor, talked to me ol 
his country's chief problem, the fact that the 
price of peanuts, which bringin 82 percent ol 
Senecal’s foreien exchange, his nol risen in a 
decade, While the cost of the Fluid PME coor 
Senegal must buy has sired 27 percent Ht 
was even more vocal about the dificulties 
facinye the whole of French Africa 

“We koow now that the creation of so rans 
Micro Cu iors 
as sunlight from a palace window glinted on 


hos been @ mistake, fe sad, 


the gold-framed spectacles thal accented his 
tcholars face 
konization of Africa 
of the French Chamber of Deputies, but the 
Europeans would not agree, So now units 


“T fought against t—this bal 


when | was member 


hecomes even more diffcult.” 

T thought, ashe <aid this, of the many ways 
that West Africa Was moved toward a joint 
attack on its common problems: Air Alrique 
the cooperative airline that links 11 of tts 
nations with Europe and the United Slates, 
the one currency that serves nearly the whole 
ef French Africa south of the Sohara: the 


plans for common citizenship that have 


A hard land’s 
precious yield 


—WEAT Of the African 
S brow coupled with for 
¢ien fie) coe a ahowh 
towing weolth A thee 
Tillager cMmes prOLenn nich 
feh cateht near Fort 
Lamy, A Cameroon labor 
er marks gleaming alittm 
hum iets at Fees, wher 
i hvdrociectinie complex 
prMcrssrs mud hoof Caines’. 
abundant alumina (Conner 
OOM XIN Skis & Messier 
log, Gray-white slate ol 
ow-iride salt, laine 400 
miles across the Sahara by 
come! caravan, pile up near Timbuktu, Sacked coffee 
Hens crm o warehogee at Ahbician in very Capet— 
the world's thord-runking coffee producer, alter Brazil 
and Colombia. 

Aut Africans. vearming for a better life. {ace wuareer- 
ing probleme: poor ail, lonely dndeveloped minetial 
resnurces, dinease-hearimg freah 
tae thes, ane 


Wwiler statis anid tee 
mn cnervating Cimale In o reewn ol 
minifactiring other than cf 


Drive aricultane 


sinigele handicrafts t anis Dae renivirig 





thin 


blossomed brnefiy sone Toy ore cla 
permancntivy unite some of these disparate 
lands: the one fantastic telephone book tht 
does for seven nations, from Senegal and 
Mauritania to Dahoames 

“Lnity will come slowly, slowly,” President 
senghor sand “Afterall, even Europe has not 
vel perfected its wholeness.” And then the 
pucl took over from the statesman tn this 
remarkable Atrican. leider whe has been lik- 
ened to Plato's philesopher-King. 

“Blistory is a long journey,” le said as he 
clasped mv band “Tt wetack foithm it; moth 
pz is left but soicide.” 


Port of Call for Homan Cargo 


The day come for me to vaullin one breath- 
taking jet-age leap from funch in Dakar to 
dinner in New York City, I cecided to spend 
that moarning—my last in West Ainca—on 
another Kind of journey, one pte time rather 
that space 

C'radled in the long curve of the Cap Vert 
Peninsula, (rorte Isiond roises its croded head 
In the shadow of Doakar’s skyline. But Goree 
belongs to another age. At ite northern end, 
oem Winds still labor to smooth away a vol- 


eanic cone that rose in Miocéne times, waned in 
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Africans blessed with freedom rm 
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Cn SUG Le Sen Heel Pnaws patiently gt rost 
Ing cannon. Between rows of gently peeling 
1_ : F r = a ' 
houses, Wolof women in the costumes of Louts 


a 


~Apolcan Ss France trudge narrow, sind 


si i i ' — - - - - 
treets. Like an ale, oll man. (soree dreams 


unter the hot Afmicaun sun. and each dav. like 
un olf] man’s dream, the faded pastel colors 
dim a litth more 

At i wlifee 


Mnemones are not the kind for 


restful sleep, By 1650 the first of the slave 
ships had come to buy men for the plantations 
ot the 


NrOs PEroUus Merchants 


tt Jamestown. Until the conscience 
World awoke, Leorte's 
Winnie human Lert IMG the 


=" 
T i 
Nwoio LVLe™® 


holds of slavers bound for the Americis 

Wn that last morning in Adrica | hac want- 
“el Hil ls Lo epyoy Lip O-minule ferry nde. ta 
doze in the sun on (eorée’s sandbox beach 


and to have an early lunch in the cool, dimly 


full for rest. [ walked, and 
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Pa wewil ily po Lee ri 
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lit recesses of the ishand’s hospitable inn. But 
Mm trite Was too 
only 30 Man 
pathways on un ishand 1,000 varcds long—to 
the Viison des Esclaves, the House of Slaves 

Lae ner 


f(loOnSs 2620, fain Cong red the ole 


buiiclerie 2 tiled! mat and pried loaae thre Hatster 


irom upstiors Walk of <almon brick 

Strrs, In dank cubicles thut could have k nwo 
neither plaster nor lauchter, | looked at cor- 
roded httines that had once secured 
This hae been the last stop before the 
Whe sarviverd, a 


dgaverv in the New World 
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Ymericun? Can be sense 


moan know | am an 


tial my ancestors Were sealaring men from 
New Eneland—slavers. for all | know? Is 
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Mosaic of New Nations 
Changes the Face 
of Northwestern Africa 


e™ 1D AFRICA HANDS call it “the dec- 
Pade of difference” To some former 


colonies the ten-year era now endingin 
Africa has meant bloody ferment; to others, 
neaceable transition. But to almost all, the 
difference is spelled simply “Freecom.” 

Nowhere is the epochal difference more ap- 
purent than in the region between the Mecti- 
terrancoins “listening shores and the steam- 
ing coast of the Gulf of Cruinea—depicted on 
Northwestern Africa, the National treo 
graphic Atlas Map distributed as a supple- 
ment to this issue of the magazine" 

Gone ic the colonial chessboard of 19450) 
(opposite), when only two countnes in. the 
mapped arca—Eeypt and Liberta—enjoyed 
sovereien status: Now 24 former possessions 
—all except Portuguese Guinea, Spanish Sa- 
hara, wn a sprinkling of other Spanish holrd- 
ings around the bulge of Affica—nuve gained 
independence. (Sec “Freedom Speaks French 
in Ouagadougou,” by John Scofeld, page 134.) 

Unfold the map and you see how the vast 
Sahara, a twurren expanse of sand and stone 
almost as big as the United States, still pre- 
sent= 4 formicable barrier between Arab and 
Neero nations. But progress is no longer alien 
to parts of this wasteland Oil derricks cot 
scorched dunes of Libya und Algeria, bring- 
ing unprecedented prosperity to the desert 
Business booms in once-sleepy seaport towns 
like Hougie, now called Bejaia, where oil 
tankers fill with liquid gold pumped some 
850 miles through Algeria's longest series of 
pipelines, duly shown on the map, 

Another startling result of the search for oil 
has been the discovery of an immense fresh- 
water sea the size of France underlying the 
narched Sahara: Scientists believe it can be 
tapped for irrigation, to make the desert 
bloom even more than it did in ancient limes 

The Romans—anel earlier Phoenicians and 
Girecks—left their ghostly imprint in North 
Afnca: at Carthage tn Tunisia and at Libya's 
Leptis Magna and Cyrene. Today, from Cairo 
to Casablanca, it’s an Arab world. With in- 


2(H 


dependence fram France, nime changes for 
one-time French Army posts and even for 
some costal cities reflect this new national- 
ism. In Algeria, Fort Charlet becomes D janet; 
Fort Laperrine has changed to Tamanrasset 
To avoid confusion, the mapzives both names. 
One unsettling result! the Tripoli saluted by 
United States Marines in their official hymn 
has reverted to Arabic us Tarabulus. 

At opposite encs of Arab Africa lie the 
lowest point on the entire continent ane the 
highest, point in its northwest sector, Qattara 
Depression west of Cairo sinks 446 fect below 
sea level; Jebel Toubkal, south of Marrakech, 
Morocco, towers to $3.665 feet 

The Aths Mountains, including Toubkal, 
rank as the region's most majestic, with peaks 
souring above 10,000 fee. Some ofthese catch 
and hold enough snow to make skiing popular 
in such improbable places as Trane, a resort 
town 100 miles east of Rabat, Morocen, 


Portuguese Lounched Creat Land Rush 


Overland travel between northern and 
eouthern extremes of the Sahara t= faster and 
more certain than it used to be. Roads traced 
on the map as solid red lines now link Algeria 
with neighboring states to the south, though 
a few segments continue to be little better 
than marked tracks, 

Nations large and small splinter much of 
Africa's bulge, But the boundaries of these 
new countries vary littl from those of the 
colonies that preceded them, 

Europe's interest in the Gulf of Guinea be- 
gan before Columbus, with Portuguese ex- 
plorers; bv 1500 they bad estublished flowr- 
ishing trading posts all the way to the mouth 
of the Congo River, Other nations joined the 
race for the region's richescivory, gold, slaves, 
and “vrains of pararise” (pepper—words 
that still identify parts of the coast 

The land-trab lasted for 404) years, ending 

*Additicnal copies af the Atlas Man Northwestem 


Africa may be obtalned for $0 cemte each from Deg, 14, 
National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C. pone 





Sweep of independence remaps the face [ = _ a 
of Africas western bulee. Colonial patch- | ff =) ' @ pee OF oe . 

work at mid-century shows only Eeypt and gr ina 3 aa 
Liberia free of Ruin peun domination. Today 
more than o score of proud members sneak 
in the tamil¥ of nations. In the explosive 
emiergence of sovereign lands, freedom has 
come to all but a handfal of former colonies 
Dates indicate when cach gained nationhood 


with Frince the winner and England 
the runner-up. Today 16 nations have 
emerged from former French posses- 
sions Brith holdings have dissolved 
into five new states: Nigeria, Ghana, 
Sierra Leone, Sudan, and the Gambia, 
a geographical odclity that twists along 
the river of the same name for some 20) 
miles, and in no place exceeds 40 miles 
in width Once-Italian Libya and the 
farmer Belgian Congo complete the 
roster of newcomers here 

Although growing pains beset these 
newborn nations, most force the 70th 
century with pride and purpose. ‘To at- 
tract a huge aluminum industry, (rhana 
needed a seaport und hydroelectric pow- 
er Sa her people built one of Africa's 
lurgest artificial harbors wt Tema, then 
dammed the seasonally fluctuating Volta 
River at Akosombo, creating a lake with 
43°08) miles of shoreline 








——-_ 
AL GiAM | POATLHGLaES 





Nigeria, Africa's most populous cout- Ez Poe 
try, with $6,400,000 inhabitants, pumps " | | | aera 
func and emery inte exploitation of oi] a a | RATS EG TN (oe) SOEPENDENT 
helds in the Niger River Delta. Natural  —_—e SES] uNrep warows 
Bas from this area fuels a new power _— ESSSS) trust remairoet 
elation at Afam 

In terms «if export, diamonds remain ns 
little Sierra Leene’s best friend. But fish eA. ce ae 


from Atlontic waters provide a few 
source of revenue. Already Sierra Leone 
Luna appears on American tables 
Completion of a 170-mile rail tine 
from Buchanan to thé Nimba Moun- 
tains has endowed Liberia's uncertain 


economy with new viger It opens -vi- | ree | + A Ue ae) 

tuadiy inexhaustible deposits of higch- | 4 _ >a fu Sa = 
i | poss a 

grade iron ore to full development. r | SL? oul y 7 


Throughout the sweeping “decade of 
difference,” Liberia has stood apart, an 
elder among vouthful neighbors. Settled 
bY freed American slaves, it became 0 
nation in 1847 and hos functioned ever 
since as Africa's first and oldest republic. 

THE END 
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By KENNETH M. SETTON, Ph.D., Litt.D. 


Vilas Research Profesor of History, Universitv af Wisconsin 


flastrations bv GEGQRGE F. MOBLEY 


The complete Bayeux Tapestry photographed in 

enor for the National Geographic by stall members 
MILTON A. FORD und VICTOR RR, BOSWELL, JR. 
by special permission of the City of Bayes 


OOK AT ME WELL! |:am still alive and by the grace ol 
God T shall vet prove victor’ 

His harsh voice rising above the din of battle, William 
pushes back his helmet (right) and bares his face to retreating 
troops whe thought bim «lain. “Inflamed by his ardour,” ex- 
wlis the Warrior's chronicler, William of Porbers, “the Normans 
then surrounded ... their pursuers and rapidly cut them down 
so that not one race pred id 

This episode marked the turning point of a blood-splashed 








October dav just 900 veors ago—-a cay which so changed the 
course of events that it is impossible to reckon our history with- 
out those few furious hours. For when darkness fell on Senlas 
Hill, near the seaside town of Hastings on the southeast coast 
of Encland, William, Duke of Normandy, had carned the last- 
ing sobriquet af “Conqueror.” And o flaw of concepts began 
that would influence men’s lives for centunes to come 

William the Conqueror. Resolute and resourceful, avancious, 
rarely humorous, always unsentimental, he foun life a serious 
business. He expressed practical ideas in a grinding tone of 
voice, In the blood-and-iron ero of the 11th century, he ved 
his ¢reatést—anl his worst—moments on the battlefield 

His victory at the Battle of Hastings mare England once 
more a purtof Europe, as it hacl not heen since the better davs 
al the Roman Bmpire. After the Conguest, the Scandinayian 





He won his kingdlom on the battlefield. A detail from the 
Bayeux Tapestry depicts William the Conqueror (center) leacl- 
ln his troons at the height of the Bottle of Hastings in 10Gb 
Said Willinm, “I was bred to arms from my childhood.” Duke 
af Normandy at 7, proven warrior at 19, William captured 
the Enclish crown at 35—tnd changed o nation's destiny 
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1 
Uncenainty haunts (he Enelesh throne; 


Wir ae, ae “Orca hed PT Er 


1 = Y hy " - i. 
Hany cit dormancy 


For nearly nine centuries the Bayeux Tapestry has 
reserved the glary Gf ihe Norman Conquest of 
Fnetand and the drama of Harold Godwinson of 
Wessex and Willian of Normandy, Sever bein 
publ iced in color in tsentinely in a rteagasine, the 
Tapestry with ite famous tale unfolds an this and 
the following paid. To bring this priceless master 


niece tqcits readers, and to stucents and scholars 


he world over, Swot) Cecinaphie sent fan 
raiinen to France, By speci 


it Bavegx. the 


of molor (aaTTTHS- 


sian of the Adawer ane trae (aly 


Eigss Casing Wars 1 rave Rewer Peet 24 1 fowl li Wie 
lapestiry so thal Milton A. Ron and Victor KR. Boe 
chiewe the fires reproductions 


well br. eoauld 
! Wow thee full Tapestry 


work over mace 
Deter YlHi— 
hark ta the stinnime davsoof the Coreirest 


The Witt! rch Tee 


Of he 
Sei me A Pek ee ft ne Bde HOF DLT 
of embromndery, stitched 
With colored woals ona linen background, was 
lone Jitributed to Queen Matilda, Williams wile. 


Im tact, i was probably LOMM SOME by cS 


Odo Baveus, William's halt brother, ton display 


First Scenes of the Famous 
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Baveus Tapestry: Enelan 


I i i! 
Kind Broward Aas io ol rnd. ele looks abroad bor ar 
promises the kingdom to his cousin, Duke Wi 
i 
dard Godwinson, his brother-in-law it 


mn the Cathedral of Baveux, consecraterl anly T1 
Atter (he Bate of Hastings 


Tapestry «oa Sonman oocument, if 
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4! bie leads 
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some scholors to believe thar English bane 
ihe f qdnierhury Ated prac ie iL Fig OM Wouters Mrs 
have hel ped —an es suggested by some nexpert 
stitching in the border, usually tiled with myvtho- 
logical creatures ond scenes trom tables 

ihe | apres 
try presents [he Norman view that Harolel 
“wom to help William become King of England 


Mad me 


Picture story for an illiterate public 


Tat 4 ive 


nent to accept the throm hineell. Some 
Chromicle’s 


rir uesthes | hye resi rl 


baishnwen cite the Ano-Saion 
tatemmert that Kone Bolward 

to Harold” (page 226), and believe he died oe 
ety ee de 


ts kind to survive the @arly 


fencing his country trom “Whe invacer’ 

The onivy work of 
Moiddie Ages, the enhrowery presents @ mowing 
ta@eant of the tite of those times, Ships plow the 
seas, Knignts ride to battle Castles and towns-ane 
Grea Palle pnowede the staes hor kings and dukes 
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King Edward the Confessor Orders Earl Harold to Normandy 


England’: mest purwerful evel, 


The manatch orders: Go to Normandy! Confirm the pueda! 


With Harold leading, the knights set out. Falcon ane hunting hounds signify that the parts 
Hoes in peace, Ar the pert of Bosham, Harold prays for a safe vowage 


in’ 1476 inventory af the 
Cathedral of Bayeux. In 
19? French rewolutionariis 
Used it as a WeRon COW Wilt 
bla local lawyer rescue it 
Two Vids later if was al- 
most cul up to decorate a 
holicay float tt spent a part 
of World War Wo in Paris 
wawnd on ab huge <oael ino 
cellar of the Louvre 

Foday the forier Bishop's 
Palace acrass fram the Ca- 
thedral of Bayeux displays 
the embroidery, pevtected 
by glass and special light- 
ing to prevent the calors 
from fading These visitars, 
lmtening fo recorded com 
mentary, examine the scene 
of William's tivasion fee 
sailing tor Englanc 


LETS eae © Aaah Shaiae E i & 









influence on England began to give wav to the political and 
cultural ideas of the Latin world. 

Besides feudalism anda new aristocracy, the Normans im- 
Planted th England much of their language. law, architecture, 
and sxtial customs. The island kingdom was thu< browitht inte 
the mainstream of medieval civilization. Envlishmen partici- 
pated in the Crusades, the reform of chitrch and monustery. 
and other movements of the time 

After William's day the universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge were founded, following the establishment of the first 
Buropean universities af Bologna and Paris, for he had made 
it possible for Englancd to share in the intellectual revival of 
the 12th century, Ultimately the effects of his conquest would 
be felt in the New World. Such terms as “justice,” “Liberty,” 
and “sovereign” crossed the Channel with William, Indeed, 
the Norman Conquest has left its mark forever on the language 
Vou Ore now reaclensg 


Yo wite Jay and | waded through meadows that ance 
were part of the battlefield of 1066. and looked up 
toward the peaceful town of Battle Maps in hand, 
we had to struggle against the pastoral calm of the summer 
morning and the laughter of children to look into the past and 
envision the mamentous carnage that took place here 

Like Battle, nearby Hastings showed usa pretty face. She 
was busy with colorful preparations for the summer-long cele- 
bration of the 900th anniversary of the event that made her 
famous, The only armies we could imagine were those thint 
would be assaulting a new domed exhibition hall complete 
with battlefteld—a 2788-square-foot model of the original 

Torelive the events of 1066, however, and to sense the thrust 
of them gore and glory, we had gone first to France—to Baveux 
Jay and [visited that city three times in the unforgettable 
weeks we followed the footsteps of William the Conqueror 
We went there, of course, because the Normans immortalized 
ther conquest in an incomparable work of 11th-centun 
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After a Hearty Meal With Warming Wine, Harold and His Saxons Set 
AiaSter, Weis ship iat, Geist Oo serpvuril, thane lel qualts O beaker of wire are riper 
te embark, The barefoot English, tunics tucked about their waists, and-carrying hawk and 
hounds, wade through the shallows ty thin chip, A sailor steps the mast, anginer weigns 


arti—the farmed Bayeux Tapestry. Sutched 
shortly after William's victory al Hastings, 
the Tapestry hangs now in the former Bish- 
op's Palace across from the historic Cathedral 
of Bayeux. On its 77 vards of embroidered 
linen, the drama of the Conquest, and of its 
Immortal figures, comes ave 

The history of the Tapestry excites us. much 
interest as the events it depicts. Miraculowsly, 
it survived two lith-century burnings of the 
Cathedral of Baveux; where it was almost 
cerluiniv kept, as well as the vicissitudes of 
the Hundred Vears' War and the loth-century 
Wars of Religion (see box, pages J0R-9) 

Eyes scanning every inch of the panoramic 
work, we Walked its length oblivious to the 
clamor of touring school chileren. Perhaps 
It appedred to them as an wyersized Garloon 
strip—which, in fact, it was to the simple folk 
of the ith century 

We saw it a «a mosterwark of medieval 
arlisiry, an epic poem or linen, captivating, 
ingenuaus. concisely ected. All through our 
journey to Normandy and Engiand, its em 
browlered feures would flash across. otir 
minds arain ant agai 


AY and 1 picked up William's trail wt his 
birthplace, Palaise To get there, we began 
hy spanning the Atlantic in less time, and 

obviously with less peril, thin he spent cross- 
ine the English Channel in |O66. Bot then, he 
wie engaged in the clangerous business of 
making history; We Were merely writing It 

There are times when vou know you ire 

enjoying life; und we knew it as we drove 
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in spring sunshine through the green telds 
and pink orchards of Normandy. We knew it 
when we drove into the swn-searched square 
of Foloise and William's heroic bronze figure 
on a spirited hoarse greeted us: Jay was de- 
lighted by his sudden appearance. 

Around the square—the Place Guillaume le 
Congutrant—almoet every building had been 
Hattened of dammed by the intense bombing 
of 1944. In Aueust of that year, Falaise was 
the northero bince of (he pincer movement im 
which much of the German Seventh Army 
wie trapped between Allied forces 

William's statue, thrusting a bannered lance 
in defiainee, came through the storm of bombs 
unscatherL Rearing in the center of the square, 
it guards the approach to the ducal castle, 
which served as an important stronghold 
from the )0th to the late 14th century. Then 
time and artillery forced ite abandonment 
Now the castle ic a tourist site. Rut tourism 
has done history many a good turn, and be- 
cause people want to see the castle, some of it 
has been restarted Actually the oldest parts 
now visible seem to date from the 12th and 
lath centuries—alter William's time. 

In the castle of Fiduise, however, history is 
borne on the wines of legend. The guide 
shower us the window from which the young 
Duke of Normandy, Robert J “the Magnifi 
cent,” supposedly first saw the fair Herleve, 
also known as Arlette, the daughter of a tan- 
net. She was washing clothes in o stréam by 
the castle where visitors still tdle (opposite) 

Another version of the story relates that 
Robert met her while returning from the hunt 





Blown Off Course, the English Fall Prev to a Hostile and 


fey ino the hack of Coun Civ He mitt sell awe theuetet this a 


Bul there can be no doubt what happened next “A stone chamber in 
the castle & pointed oul as the place where the girl spent her first 
night with Rober. William was the child of their union 

After William's birth, Mberleve-Arhettie was married off to i pelts 
viscount, to whom she bore two famous sons—Hishop Odo of Ba 
VHS, Wh he foucht ees neh hs healt brother if the OCT i. Crepes 
and Count Robert of Mortatin, who becume one of the richest land 
holders in England 

Sometimes we suspect that Clin, the Muse of history, toes: her 
hand at rouletie. We can hardly do otherwise when we reflect thi 
the ilegitimate son of a tanner’s davehter leftan jmpress on Enelanel, 
and minch of Favrope, that has lasted to this day 

An anonvmous monk of Caen described William in adulthoed 
as... greatin body und strong: tall in stature but net ungainty. He 
was also temperate in eating anc crinking After his meal he 
rarely drank more than thrice In speech he was fluent and pes 
suasive, beng skilled aft all times in making clear his will. If his 
voice was harsh, what he said was always suited to the occasion 

William began his reign in 1035, at about the age of 7, when his 
futher Robert I died in Asia Minor while returning from a. pil- 
grimage to ferusalem, Before lis departure. Robert had prudentl 
secured William’s succession to the ducal throne. But in that tur- 
bulent ave it was one thing to be recognized, another toe rule; even 
in peacetul times a boy was subject to vaganes of guardianship 

In William's dav the church, not the stite, wielded the most puw- 


| with the church 





erful aanctions, gel a wise ruler eot alone we 


Jester, juegler, and musician entertain in wie great hall at 
Willttimn'’s cattle in Cacn, where the duke relaxes with bis vassals 
and clerics. From the womens enllery, Duchess Matilda, Williim’s 
Flemish wite, watches the antics with her laces inwaiting fonts 
af pork end mutton, jaiey plessants, erilled fiah, ane crusty brea 
All trencher. Aunives and fingers serve a4 tools; forks dic! nol 
appear Until the close of the Middhe Ages. Artists Birney Letrick 
ane Tam Lovell created the paintings that appear with this article 
under the corecthon of author Kenneth Vb Setion, one of the fore- 
most Amerncan experts on the Middle Ages 
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the Normans own once 
mn the 
CF its 


recLornne? (hen 


ing Vikings, 
tors, fal clestroved 
nmnth and early tenth centuries 
Lhukes 

Wiliam, constantly surrounded yy monks, 


Wakes! 


he monasteries 
oi SoTrmant 


welt 


emerzed as a champion of the church. In re 
lun, ecclesiastics helped him, ater the Con 





quest, organize hisnew kingdom of Eneland 

A number af rmpoartant abbevs or nitnner- 
les stood in Normandy when William became 
duke, three of them in the capital city of Kou 
en. others af Jumiezes, Pecamp, Montivilliers 
Hernay, Cersyv la Foret, St. Wandrille, and 
Viont St. Michel eZ 

We visited 
Lhe past 25 history seeks to preserve i 


Williaimn 


[Tui [aie 


every site, tail time cdestrovws 
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William's grandmother, Judith of Bnttan 
hecran the abbey church at Hernav, He knew 
It is all that i left of the old Norman 


-«tablishment 
PeLLs be ra 


ane Coorisy ta 


it Ave l| 
buildings, 
r now house the town hall 

l parked our rented Kenimult in the square 
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rebuilt much later 
hefore the church at BRernay st os workmen 
Were fone inside. The foreman beran to close 
the louie is 


las 


we ae ear heel 


we eee the church?” | asked 


No peice, even in death: Thrown agains 
hie swidle, Wilham hed fren 
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[tis chosecL We are restoring it 
Hut we have come a lone Ww 
ire Vou. Fanugrhish 
Americans.” 
Sh, lien you Adve come: 2 long wav!” 
He let usin and we spent an exciting hour 
exproring. Wlany lith-century columns with 


1 
ther capitals soll survive, os well as bits af 


racery, and the like. Numerous skeletons 
ave been exhumed from the floor of thé 
nave, Gut there is no way af identifying them 
The most important personages were buried 
closest to the altar 

The foreman kept the remains in a locked 
bax. He held fragments of sculpture with lov 
In? Core as fhe showed them. to is, Arve het 
lec with equal care the bones of the long 
feu Dhey ceseryve our respect, he sand—bath 
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\t Cersy la Foret we found the maenifi 
oft abbey church, one of Burope’s finest ex- 
amples of Norman Romanesque-architectur 
Witham s father, Duke Robert. beran the 
churn About [ust iis hemicyvele of three- 
toned windows forms an apse that com- 
bines beauty ond soliditv with breath-taking 
perfection. Wilham himself fished the 


Diminutive duchess and Chueen of Ene 
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From Rouen toa Welcome the Viiling Envlish Earl 


Sands that knights ence trod lure children for a eames 
of hopscotch. Yine-covered ruins of “Harold's Tower” at 
st Valery sur Somme mark the traclitional spot where he 
We blown ele an hs war to Sermmands Here ale 
William of Natmandy tater Set ssa] for the invasion 


Spc dnd cunous, contenders for the Enetish 
crown meet Harald atleftand Williamitoke one another 
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With Friends at Last, Harold Gallops 
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church, Workmen are now doing a thorough 
job of restoration. 

Unfortunately, in 1311 the west facade ond 
four bavs of the nave were demolished to sell 
the stones and thus paw for the repair of the 
central tower, which had been struck ty light 
ning. I dé not knew who pinoposec this extra- 
ordinary Way Lo raise money, but when idiocy 
reaches the sublinic it must—tlike the church 
itselfi—command an incredulous awe 

In Rouen we found little that William 
knew. He rebuilt tts cathedral, but that has 
long since disappearedL The present Cathe- 
dral of Notre Dame, one of the glories of 
Gothic architecture, cates largely from. the 
13th to the loth centunes 


HE first decade of voune William's rule 
in Normandy was tumultuous. In 1046, 
as he approached his majority, his cousin 
(iuy of Burgundy, who aspired to become 
Duke of Normandy, led a large-scale revolt 
wainst the ducal authority. In desperate 
plight, William appealed to his overlord, King 
Henry | of France—little more than the re- 
gion around Paris at that time—who came to 
hia Voung Vaseal’s aid early the following vear 
In the hard-fowrht battle at Vales Dunes, to 
the southesst of Caen, William firet proved 
himself one of the century's greatest wiurriors. 
“Hurling himself upon his enemies,” noted 
Wilham of Potters, “he terrified them with 
slaughter so many of the rebels were 
pushed inte the River Orne that “the mills at 
Rorbillon were stopped with corpses” 
We set out to fined the battlefield, 0 stocdy 
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of the may sending us along the rowed from 
Bellengreville to Garcelles-Secqueville. [t was 
a superb day in June: The sun sparkled in a 
cloudless sky. But while the battle sites of 
World War 1 are unhappily easy to find in 
Normandy, Sou meed lick ms well as mips to 
locate an | ith-century batileheld 

“William must have sent the rebels spin- 
ning somewhere around here,” [ observed to 
fay, “but how can we fine! the place?” 

“Vou just drove by a marker thal save ‘Ba- 
fase...” of something or other,” she replied. 
“We were going too fast for me to see iL” 

“just a memento of the last war.” 

“Well,” she said, “I'd like to be sure,” 

So 1 turned the car around, and a few min- 
ules later we reached the spot. Jay had seen 
bomarker al neht A white stone insert on a 
triangular concrete pillar bore m eloquent 
capitals the simple words: “Bataille du Val 
ef Dunes, 10472" 

We got out of the car and stood by the 
roadside, A great plain sloped gently to the 
enuth, creen with risen oats swaying in a cool- 
ing breeze, Jay picked asingle ont-liden stemy 
it lies before me on the desk as | write 

We left the held of Val es Dhines almost as 
triumphantly as William himself. He hac left 
it more than ever the Duke of Normandy. The 
days of his minority had ended, but his future 
was tO be filled] with unreniitting strugele 

For more than-a dozen vears following the 
victory of Val és Dunes, William fought with 
Count Geoffrey Martel of Anjou, Early in the 
contest William seized the city of Alencon in 
a mitrderows nicht attack and, through the 
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Where Tales of His Near-calamitouws Capture Hold the Court Enthralled 
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who invaded Envlandd. 


Well kre. « 


winter of 1031-52, laid siege to the towering 
fortress of Domfront. Today Alencon has little 
io interest anvone pursuing William, so we 
took the roudl westward to Domfront 

The ruins of the fortress perch on a hivh 
rocky rile. Extensive reaches of meclieval 
wall still stand,:and one huge corner of the 
Norman keep, or donjon, also remains. The 
walls and outworks are enclosed in a tree 
shaded park. From the castle heights, we 
commanted lovely vistasof the green countre- 
side dotted with pear orchards. 

Below the castle, in the valley of the River 
Varenne, the |ith-century Church of Notre 
Dame sur l"Eau—Owr Lady on the Water— 
stands by a littl bridge William heard Mass 
in the church during the sieve of Domfront 
In 1836 road builders laid siege to the build: 
ing itself, ruthlessly stripping away the side 
aisles und chortening the nave. Now, however, 
the tine Romanesque tower over the transept 
crossing has been restored ac William knew tt 


FTER Demfront, William found himself 
embroiled with King Henry, who saw 
in the growth of the ducal power a 
threat to French sugerainty over Normand 
Sow beran a century and o half of warfare 
between the Dukes of Normandy (who were 
also, after 1066, the Kings of England) and 
the Capetian Kings of France 
In February, 1054, Normans defeaterd a pil- 
laging, undisciplined French army of invasion 
near the castle of Mortemer in northeastern 
Normandy, snatching William from cisuster. 
For almost thirty vears | had wondered 
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om the day that needed no exalanaticn 


what Mortemer might be like, and at <ix 
oclock one rainy dawn We set out from Rouen 
and healed northeast for Neufchatel en Bray 
Alortemer lies only a few miles farther. A fore- 
bading foe enveloped the area. Cows ston 
mationless tn meadows bordered with trees 

We stopped at the town's single roadside 
cafe for a cup of coffee and chatted with the 
proprietress. She had never heard the 
Battle of Mortemer 

Bevond the town the road rose to a {air 
height which gave we alone view, even in the 
foe, of rolling green furnmlone. In the sunshine 
it would have been a pretty scene, but a grim 
cold jay over the landscape. Here was indeed 
a fitting place for battle 

Maybe there is 4 marker at Mortemer. We 
dict not look for one. A discouraging rain re- 
newed its steachy patter on the windshield 

We headed southeast toward Gerberoy. 
There in 1070 William besieged a group of 
young rebel« led by his disloyal son Robert 
Curthose (short-hose), who troubled William 
for vears. To brenk the siege, the reels issued 
in force trom the castle of Gerberoy sind 
carrie! the held against William, who was 
wounded ancl almost killed in the fray. That 
was one of the blacker days in William’s life. 

It was not our dav either. The rain con- 
tinted. We got lost. We mel no one on the 
roads who might gve ws directions. We 
stopped at.a farmhouse here and alittle store 
there lo sk the wav. We wondered how Wil- 
liam had ever found the place. But he had— 
ind so, eventually, cid we. 

Little seems to have happened at Gerberay 
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Swarming Across the Countryside, Harold and William Corner 


Panicked at worl ol the aoproachimg Sermons, Conan slither ccaen.a ope trom Lk fl asthe 
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invasion when King Fcbwared 
died in [06& Harold of Feng 
lane held the throne opel 
faced tao threat>—W illiam 
af Sormindy ane King Hur- 
hl Hardrandas of Norway 

Changing wits decided 
Erveclaned’s fate Taking oad 
vintage of a steady morther 
ly. the Norwediins lanced 
first. The Entiat Rite, hear: 
ing of the invasion 
north Hetore he arrival 
Haredranda had vanquiched 
the northern Earle Edwin 
shel Maoriar al the Hattle af 
Fulford, Harold surprised 
the Norwerans at Siamforr 


race 


Hrifice nel tlefeated them 

Meanwhile. a shift m the 
with enabled Duke Wit 
lini to set sad! from St Vale- 
ry andl landin Enehinel Hear 
old's hattlhe-weakenedt troops 
ruched to meet the mew the 


und defeat. of Astin. 
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GE pairire-onan surrenders the tort Re yh 


ance William's siege of Robert Curthose A 
charming littl town where huge roses climb 
over brick anel timbered houses, if 
Lecome an grtets’ colons 

We lunched before the raised! fireplace in 
the Hostellerie du Vieux Logis. The fire felt 
gO Gn this surprisingly cold day in earl 
Tune Cin our ible a vase of flowers Ws In 
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scribed with thi FHCOUTEEINE sentiment, “Lin 
tea! pins de tenx teres que de viens mede 
cas —"“C)ne sees more old drunks than old 
Precis.” We hil a steak and drank to 
William's memory ina robust red wine. Then 
and there we cecided to leave the battlefieleds 
and, like William himself on many an ocea- 
sion, to seek the peace of monasteries 

What is left of the abbey church of Jumie- 
ges liee [7 miles by road west of Rouen. Wil- 
liam knew the place well. Ttumderwent much 
rebuilding in. the ith and Lith Ce neue 


Soran trademark: the nvotte-ancd>lailes 
castle, In the era af irivate wits kn Nor- 
mandy, these strongholds commanded the 
Slockaidied wooden Castle, on 
keen, tops the mound, or motte A ditch cn 
circles the motte and a court, or bale, con- 
tainarie stabi bes, liwigings, bares, GMs. 
and workshops The above scenes of the Ha- 
Ves Tapestry depict three such castles: bol 
Rennes, ond Dinan. Landing in FEnelinel. 
the Conquerer erected castles at Pevensey 
atl Hastings By the clase of the century, 
almost pO) nae ris 
quered AnuloSaxons dotted the land fram 


scotland wi the haninel 


rouniresice 


‘ich havens the con 


al 
lhe cot LAr Ce | | 


Y Dewi 








1 Lf 


Force His Surrender 


(ear and missiles pre inetiin 
and resin wl the fortifications burn i 
mo Wollim on the tincot Ae lance 
and during William's lifetime handsome 


structures rose in the Komanesque style 

As we walked under shade trees amid the 
ruins of jumitges, we seemed to step back 
Into the (piel past of medieval monasticism 
Two vast Komanesque towers flank the en 
trance to the majestic nave. Gothic arches fie 
bevoncd, framing what were chapels long cen 
tories mo. Ghur glance fell wpon the remains 
of stone tracery, broken by the destructive 
iorces of man and now being withered bi 
those of nature. Here the famous abbots and 
monks Gl Jumneges led thei lives in affluent 
detachment from the outer world. 

But time itself envied their tranquillity, 
and princes envied their wealth From the 
13th the: abbey hegan jo decline 
loday, no monks walk tn its shaded cloister 
oF fise their voices in evensong. Only histor 
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In the Jov of Victory, Loyalty Blooms: William Rewards 
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Harold, Who Pledges Fealty lo His Norman Comrade 
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hy (oo, DYenty oF More new monastic houses had been estate 
lithed-in Norm ual, moat ot them by the vigornus new ATIStocracs 
+. which was to aid William in the tovasion of Enevland and give the 
y English church some twenty-two abbots and five bishops. Norman 
monasticism, solid and well organizer. helped ta unify the uc hi 
and set the tone of its social life. The obhots and bishops often 
prover! to be great builders and excellent administrators 





BOUT 1051 William of SOTTLInNdY married Matilda of Flan- 
ders. To remove the e bain which fell upon thei 
Tree. possibly becalse thes Were (listint cousins. Wil 

liam and Matilda built in Coen the Abbaye aux Hommes, dedlicat- 
ef to St. Etienne, ancl the Abbaye aux Dames, dedicated to La 
Trinite. [In later years they embellished the abbey churches with 
some of the spoils of the Conquest 

Caen, William's favorite residence, owes its first importance 
entirely to him. For be madle it, a8 it has alwavs remained, the cap 
tal of lower Normandy 

In 1944 bombing destroyed three-fourths of the city, and more 
than 1,500 persons took shelter in the great abbey church of St. 
Etienne A marble slab set-in the pavement before its hich altar 
records in Latin, “Here the invincible William the Conqueror is 
buried, Duke af Normandy and King of England, founder of this 
church, who died in the vear 1087" (page 214) 

But William is not there. 

His body lay undisturbed until 1322, when his tomb was opened 
and resoiled, but 40 vears later, during the uprisings of the Ref 
ormation, Huguenots destroved the tomb and scattered William's 
remains, except for one thigh bone. That. too, may have gone 





Tranquillity at springtime eoitens the ruined ramparts af the 
old cnetle at Bonneville sur Fouques. “Harolel in that Date =worr 
fealty te the dike,” wrote William of Poitiers ‘omploving the 
qicred ritual recognized amone Christian men.” The Tapestry 
save Harold mole his outh at Baveux ane other sources aye 
Rowen: however, most historians now a” CEpL Ue account wollen 
DY Willian of Poitier soon after the Contest 
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Sailing Home, Harotd Rides to Join His Monarch, 
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when another tomb built for him was de- 
etroved bw French revolutionaries in 1743 

The same violent social upheavals cis 
turbed Matilda's slumber. But her bones were 
saved and today le beneath the payement in 
the choir of Caen’s La Trinite (page 215) 

Disinterred in 1961, Matilda's. remains 
showed her to have been only aboul itv 
inches tall. William's thigh bone indicated his 
height was obout five feet. ten inches They 
must have been a picturesque couple as thes 
ant side by side on state occasions; bulks 
Wilhiam filling his throne, littl Matilda's feet 
not even Lore Hing the floc 

After he wed, William's power grew rapid: 


Is Tn 1063-f4 he conquered the nich county 
of laine, securing his southwest border 

If his prestige ancl security were of recent 
origin, so were the: wealth and position of the 
men around him who would joim in the Lon- 
quest. Most of the creat families of Normans 
had risen to prominence in the half century 
or less before 1066. Norman society wae still 
largely unstratified, motile, adventurous 

Lcross the Enilish Channel, too, events 
were moving, unpredictably but inexorably, 
toward the climax of Hastings 

King Edward the Confessor, who stemmed 
from the roval West-Saxon line, was pro 
Norman, being related throwth his mother 


The King is Dead! Long Live the King! 
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Whe Dwells mn the Shadow of \poroaching Death 
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Veneroble Abbey of Westminster, 
cefhe of coronnthons and final re 
bn plice of Enelord’s eneat, lifts its 
Fowers in Laondonm, Rung Realwatrrl th 
Confessor knew the fultiliment af 
his dream with the ooneecration af 
he abies in 1065, ght davs befor 
his tieath, Alths L SOARS Mri 
rami Creer the sp Heaton CPLTe he 
that i oomed, the abbey seen 
ami for Henry IT] 

the churmeh os we know tt tock 
bulliding Wo around Rime Edward 
tom, which now hes direct!) behind 
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Harold Forsakes His Oath and Mownls the [Throne of Eneland 
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of Wesex, who with hi several sons 
tri leat mist i] southern Englane 

Line of these ne whe Hi iroled whese spoiler 
(Cedwin's daughter Edith) bad married the 


Confessor, Hut in 1 when Fiarl Geochwin 





nicl his sons revolted unsuccessiul hire 
Edward banished them from Einglancd, At 
ibout this time, be named William of Ner- 
ahr lias ree it wit thi et Ol VAriou 
magnates of the realin 

The following went joWwe@pver, the rebels 
returned to England and drove May al PAt- 
wird'’s Norman adherents into exile Sow 
Porky iret a | pe bei LUTTE are | Moan il. LERCE 
after the death of Earl Godwin, in 1053, Eng 
lishmen felt the power of Harold, who 6b 
ran to dream of succeeding his childless 
brother-in-law ms kine 

When Edward died. who would wear hi 
crown, Harold or William? One of the most 
notable combiat= 1 hrrtory lav ahead. lo the 
victor Would go a Kingtiom 

rit Harold trocy on crossed the C. hia 
ue probabh, in (O64, from Bost 1 Sisse? 

ihe ¢ nine fF lurarel the Contess E ii '- 
to chroniclers. sent Inm to. conhrm 
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Harold to the const of Ponthieu, whose 
ount cast him inte pron: William 
demanded and easily secured Harold's 
elease, He took him to Kowuen, “ane 
there,” stutes William of Potter: 
Williom sumptuously refresher Hia- 
rolel WILA splendid hospitity citer 
i the hardships of fis journe 

Wow the earl had to swe an coal 

fealty to the uke and promise to 
empl ill nts inf ence I i wealth 
to ensure that alter the death of King 
Edward the kingdom of Enghkund 

Lot 
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Atothis tome William took Harold 
With him im A CUM Beans! Merit 
ays Thi Aaveus ‘T reer a Hac yar 
Herold reecuing two Norman soliiers 
from the treacherous sands of the 
mouth of the River Covuesnon near the 
famous monastery of Mont St. Michel 

\ithouweh Jay and Preseuer no on 
L did seve our car from adunking. Nal 
Vitek O00 fare On the fio aoe city 
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assured us that our car, together with some 
thirty others on the beach, woulrl be safe 

We har just started dinner at the hatel 
when the head waitress Informed wa that the 
Shit Was rising rapidly under the impact of 
the winds. Now it would be all right to park 
on the causeway’ 

The wind blew so hard f could hardly stay 
on my feet. But, inspired by Harold's exploit, 
Lreached the car, with the rising water <carce- 
iv six feet away. The gallant little Renault 
started, although drenched with salt spray, 
and | ctrove through almast a foot of water 
now covering the anly approach to the moar 
ibowe [lt was just in time Twenty minutes 
later we watched four cars helplessly awash 
at the foot of the causeway 


DWARD the Confessor died on January 
S, 2066. “The next day," says the chron: 

ier known a Florence of Worcester. 
“hie Was buried in kingly stvle amid the bitter 
lamentations of all present” 

There were by now three prime contenders 
for the English throne—Duke William of 
Nonmandy, Earl Harold of Wessex, and King 
Horold Hiirdraadsa of Norway, whose ambi- 
ons symbolized the close connections which 
had bound Normandy, Enelane, and Scandi 
navia toeether for generations. 

Would the disputed kingdom be ruled liv u 
native dynasty, leaving England to her insu- 
Harty? Would she be linked to the Germani 
north, detached from the main currents of 
Ruropean civilization? Or would she fall to 
the ruler of Latinizer! Normandy and be 
nourished by a cultural renascence? 





Momentous questions these, and men did 
well to ponder the celestial meaning—if thes 
could onky interpret it aright—of a “star with 
hair” which suddenly appeared in the skies 

“Qn April 24 in this vear [1066)," suvs 
Florence of Worcester, “a comet Was seen not 
only in England but, it is sai, all over the 
world, and it shone for seven days with an 
exceeding brightness.” This was what we 
now know ae Halley's comet—a once-in-74- 
Veurs Visilor dite to return ugain in )ORh. 

The Bayeux ‘Tapestry portrays it with the 
Latin caption; “These men wonder at the 
star” Accomling to the Norman chronicler 
William of Jumieees, “many thought that this 
portended a great change in some kingdom” 
OF course, they were right. 

(On the very day the priests burned Edward 
the Confessor, Harold was crowned King of 
England in the new Abbey of Westminster, 
which had heen consecrated only nine diaws 
before. His decisiveness reveals premerita- 
hom. Whether by a change of mind or wider 
doress, Edward in the end. according to the 
AngionSaxon Chronicle, designated Harold 
as Wis heir 

The quickness of Harold's act must have 
taken William by surprise, but the great 
feudal lords of Normandy soon pledged their 
support for an invasion of England to help 
their ditke secure the throne: He lost-no time 
in preparing for the tasks ahead 

“ht would be tedious to tell in detail,” savs 
the chranicher William of Poitiers, “how bv 
his prudent wets ships were made, arms and 
troops, provisions and other equipment as- 
semble for war, and how the enthusiasm af 
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Traffic of War Clogs the Shore 2 4 ‘the Duke cil 
Stalled once dean at St Valery, the armada wits. but “at henath the fonged-fot wind began 
te blew. All raised thetr hands anc voces in thanks to heaven. Turiultiincusly encouraging one 


another they werlon board wilh the wins haste wrote Willian ot Potter: Men string 


the whole of Normundy wis ditected towaritls 
this enterrise 

William gddressed an appeal to Rome, are 
the Pope sent him the “gift of a banner as o 
pledge of the support of St. Peter.” William 
recruited his feuchal levies from Normans 
tunel his mercenaries from all parts of France, 
Flanders, aod the Nocnan territories in south 
ero Italy. He built a fleet 

Be August the ships bal assembled at the 
wz River Diwes. In early Septem 
ber they sailed tao St. Valor alt the mouth of 
the Somme, Whence an easterly wind could 
curry them across the Channel to the south 
cowet of England 
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In. St Valery sur Somme, is in so mans 
European cities; the street names of today 
preserve the history of long-dead vesterdive 
The Quai du Komerel, for example, cunning 
part way throwgh St.-Valery, derives its name 
from Rome Relais, meaning “the place where 
pilgrims stepped on the road to Kome.” ft 
once muurked the water's edie 

on this street our hotel, a converted will 
called the Relais Guillaume de Normanelis 
étancl more or less wher 
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grazing on marshland that aleo lay under 
water in William's diy 

On the upper ficade of an old warehouse 
facing the bay, we found o metal place that 
reads: “From this port in 1066 William of 
Mot rricl set out at the head of a fleet of 
300) sail for the conquest of England.” 

Another plaque on a nearby casing, where 
we had lunch, shows three fierce, helmeted 
figures inthe prow of aship bound for England 

Now we too were bound for Enaiand. Fut 
some three weeks we had pursued William 


Plivineg thre Conqueror, o lad pons fil 
satiboat to shore at Pevensey, Willtam's fret 
— lancdtall in Envlanc 
| 





Saiely Ashore and Free to Rob and Plunder, Norman Invaders 
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Ships Bear William's Fighting Force to England 
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nto almest every nook and cranny of Norman 
dv. At Le Touquet, where we were lo catch 
ne, We watthed fAviddent sea churning 
the sancs below our hotel window, Had we 
Hlanned, like William, to cross the Channel 
by baat, we loo would have hid to wait 

While the north winds held the anxious 
William at St. Valérv, and Harold Godwinson 
kept watch in Landon, the starting news 
cme that the Norwegian King Harolel Har- 
dratdnu hid launched an invasion of northern 
Eogiand. Pushing up the Humber and the 
Qhuse, he cefeated the northern earls at Ful- 
ford near York on September 20, |O66, Mar- 
draada occupied Vork., where the towntolk 
received him olmost as a deliverer 
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borne wn nein sent by the duke to the masithesel 





Could oe paihine foul sev 


wrote the 1 Nap, Bet when the theet auehniup, ‘the numbserless. mists clustered 


Finally the horizon becomes England 


With extraordimiry suddenness. Harold 
(oor Wwinson miuure hed caerth in meet thts lens 
Viking Invasion of England: Gn September 
£5, 1066, he surprised and overwhelmed the 
Norwverian king, Whe lost his life in the Battle 
of Stamford Bridge on the Derwent. It we a 
slunning victory, Incredible in its complete: 
hess, The world had known Harelraucda from 
Palestine to Perth as one of the boldest war- 
riors of the time 

But the encounter with the Norwetinns 
hal weakened the English torces. Now come 
a new and greater foe. The winds over the 
Enich Channel hac shifted from north to 
easterly, “Two dave after Hitrold'’s victory at 
Stumford Bridge, the Norman feet: <et sail 








Scourge the Counteside From Pevensey to Hastings 
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“Thus with a favourable wind,” savs Wil- 
liam of Poitiers, “they all reached Pevensey, 
and there without opposition they freely dis- 
embarked.” It was September 25 

When we crossed] the Channel, the winds 
were less favorable; our plane arrived on time 
at Lydd, in Rent, in a dark drizzle, But the 
weather's gloom was quickly cispelled by 
Group Captain Ralph Ward and his friend 
Air Marshal Sir Davie Lee, who met us, 

Ralph Ward is in charge of the Nine Hun- 
dredth Anniversary Celebrations forthe Coun 
tv Horowgh of Hastings: He drove us through 
Rve and beautifully kept litde Winchelsea to 
his 600-vear-old home, Stonelynk Farm, in 
Fairlight, just outside Hastings. We spent the 
night with Ralph and his wife Constance 
Next morning they produced acar for us, and 
we set out to follow William around England, 


| F TER landing at Pevensey, William con- 
structed a fortification, dowbtless with- 
in the Reman walls, which then sai 
much closer to the sea than thev do today 
The Norman Conquest begins the medieval 
history of Pevensey Castle, which was lorti- 
fied in [387 against the Spanish Armara and 
again in b40against the Germans. The castle 
has vielded more than once to siege but never 
to assault 

Jay and I climbed around its Roman walis 
and Norman keep, then drove down to the 
bay where William's ships first anchored. It 
was easy to find a parking area-on the shore 
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L paid the required fee, and without looking 
at the vellow ticket | recvived in return, | 
handed it to Jay. She gave it back to me with 
ahappy smile. It react, ““Wilham the Conquer- 
ors Car Park, Pevensey Bay, Parking 2/-.” 

William himself did not park at Pevensey 
very long. He pushed quickly on to the port of 
Hastings and built another fort The Baveux 
Tapestry tells the story. His men dug a deep 
ditch and threw up a mound on the fortress 
hill. They planted a wooden palisade on the 
mound, making « castle of the “motte-andl- 
bailey” type—o mound and court (pare 223) 
It wits later rebuilt im stone. 

Jay and [spent afew days roaming around 
Hastings, a pleasant seasidt resort Our fa. 
vorite spot was the high plateau of the castle 
grounds, more than half of which has fallen 
into the sen since the bith century, Mayor 
DW, Wilshin of Hastings pomted out a 
atone, mounted in the castle wall in 1961, that 
came from Falaise, William's birthplace. The 
citizens of Hastings had sent astone to Falaise 
the vear before to be set into a wall of the 
castle there, thus replacing the enmity of 900 
years ago with the friendship of today. 

William pillaged the countryside arownd 
Hastings to encourage Harold to attack him, 
for the Normans lacked adequate reserves 
and supplies for a long campaign in hastile 
country. He could ill afford to let weeks pass 
without « tral of arms. 

Learning of the Norman invasion, Harold 
returned south with alnost the speed of his 
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northward march, arriving in London about 
October 6 and setting out for Hastings on the 
Lith, He would have done well to avoid con- 
tact with William's forces as long as he could 
Time was his ally, But Harold, inspired by 
the success of his tuctics at Stamford Bridge, 
winted to:surprise William and detach him 
from the Norman fleet at Hastings 

By forcecdl marches, Harold drove his tired 
men the approximately 65 miles from Len- 
don to the Sussex Downs in three days He 
reucher! the ridge of Senlac, seven miles from 
Hastings, on Frodayv nicht, October 13 

Wilham of Poitiers notes that the Enelish 
thus secured a position on higher ground than 
the Normans could possibly command in the 
area, But Harold’: men were exhausted, ancl 
William's scouts were too Vigilant for. the 
Invaders lo be taken by surprise 





N the early-morning hours of Saturday, Oc- 
tober 14. William rode out of Hastings with 
the Norman army and made for the top of 

Telham Hill. Across the valley, on the nearby 
height of Senlac, were massed the troops of 
Harold. Each side numbered some 7,000 men 

The fate of England hung in the balance 
as, in William of Poitiers’ words, “the terrible 
sound of trumpets on both sides signalled the 
beginning of the battle.” 

The chronicler, a solcter-turned-priest who 
became the Conquerors chaplain, supplies 
the best contemporary account of the battle 
other than the Bayeux Tapestry. 
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William “advanced tn good order with the 
papal banner... borne aloft at the head of 
his troops In the van be placed foot-solciers 
equipped with arrows and bows: in the sec 
ond rank cathe the more heavily armer! in- 
fantry clad in hauberks; and finally came the 
squiactrons of kmigzhts in the midst of whom 
he rocke himself...” 

Harold's solchers “drew themselves up on 
loot,” forming a wall of shields about 60) 
vards in length atop the ridge. The stanciare 
of the Wessex Golden Dragon and Harold's 
perscnal banner of the Fighting Man, em- 
blasoned with a golden warrior, rose proud|, 
above his soldiers, massed 10 to 12 deep 

Wilham’s infantry “provoked the English 
by raining death and wounes upon them with 
their missiles.” Harold's soldiers “hurled back 
spears and javelins and weapons of all kinds 
together with axes und stones fastened to 
pieces of wood... The shouts both of the 
Normans and of the barbarians were drowned 
in the clash of arms and by the cries of the 
dying, ond for a long time the battle rages 
with the utmost fury.” 

William's army had to advance uphill, over 
rough ground. The Breton knights and infan- 
try, forming the left wing, struck the Saxon 
line first, flinging spears and stones) Then 
the Norman knights moved in with flashing 
swords, But they couldn't break the shield 
wall, The Saxons stood their ground, and 
“their weapons found easy passage through 
the shields and armour of their enemies.” 
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When the Breton ranks broke tmto cligor- 
ered retreat, they exposed the Norman flank 
and endangered the whole army, The nuimor 
spread that William had been killed 
his [orces distnterriate uncer the 
English dttack, he rode down from his com- 
on ‘Telham Hill into the battle, 
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mand erst 
threw off hres helmet 
(Kies JOY and 247) 

William's knights, inspired’ anew, turned 


and slashed|] at their disorganized pursuers 


mid rollied his forces 





OCthers tore into the mam body of Harold's 
army. Still the shield wall held, men so close 
ly packed that the dead had no space to tall 

William of Potthers save that the duke's 
and each tink 
wheeleel their horses around “and cut down 


Forces a femnect retreat, 


their pursuers so that not one was left alive. 
At last the weary Enehsh line showed sins 
of breaking a3 the Normans “threw and struck 
and fiercec.” 
The chronicler of Poitiers makes William 
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Porks and promenades delight visi- 
tits to the seaside resort of Haating 
(in the cieeular heidht above the beach, 
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William Plays Qhol the factics of an Invader 
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Sleeled for Combat, Longing for Glory, the 


An anxious nicht ehaes way to & chill daw as the any moves out. Uterine prayers for life 
and victory, veteran Norman knights mount their sturdy war horses and ride to cestiny at sun 


nce onan immortal day: October 14 


the hero of the dav: “Thrice his horse fell 
under him: thrice he leapt upon the ground: 
and thrice he quickly avenged the death of 
his steed,... His shorp sword pierced <hields, 
helmets and anmour, anil nol a few felt the 
weieht of his shield,” 

William directed his archers to shoot hich 
from o cistance, 30 that the arrows would 
plummet down upon the heads of the English 
At this point, apparently, Harold fell, A scene 
in the Bayeux Tapestry (page 249) shows a 
warrior drawing an arrow from hit eve and 
unother, now usually identified as Harold, 
being struck down as a battle-ax falls from 
his hancl, Harold, “stripped of all badges of 
honour, notes William of Potters, “could not 
be identified! by his face, but only by certain 
marks on his body.” 

It was four o'clock in the afternoon. “The 
bloorstained batthzround was covered with 
the flower of the youth and nobility of Eng- 
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1066, Warriors, waving brave battle pennant tram thei 


lancl.” Harold lay dead among his howserarts 
Fortune had favored William of Normandy; 
he had all but conquered England 

William built Batth Abbey on the site of 
his wictory, His church has long since cisap- 
pelired, jane the buildings now there, even 
those in ruins, all were built after his time. 
But the place 1s hallowed by one of the great 
CvVEnLS WN history, nna LHL minds and hearts 
were stirred a¢ we Walked over the grounds 

In the weeks that followed Hastings, Wil- 
liam occupied Romney and Doyer,.Canter- 
bury and Winchester. By the enc of Novem- 
ber he had received the submission of Sus- 
acx, Kent, and southern Hampshire 

Around Lonclon he cut o wide swath of 
fevustation. The An@eio-Saxzon Chronicle re- 
cords that at Berkhanisted “he was met by 
Archbishop Aldred [of York]...and all 
the chief men from London And they sub- 
mitted out of necessity after most cdumiive 











Normans Adove Eagerly to Meet Their Foe 
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eet. the knight Vital, who brings news of the enemy's peesition. The English king and his men 
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had been done—and it was a great piece of 
folly that they had not done it earlier, since 
God would not mike things better because of 
our sins." 

William now entered London, apparentl 
tv. On Christmas Dav, 1066, 
Archbishop Aldred “set the reyval crown up- 
on. the dukes head,” «ave William of Poitiers, 
‘ane led him to the throne in the presence of 
O great company of bishops und abbots fs 
sembied in the church of St. Peter the Apostle, 
which is graced with the tomb of King -Ed- 
wart In the church of St Peter—West- 
minster Abbéy—the diminutive Matida [7 
months later also received her crown. 

William's coronation filled our thoughts us 
we entered Westminster Abbey, The church 
af William's time has been replaced by the 
beautiful structure we know today, abode ot 
dead rovalty and departect venius (page 227) 
Inside, the voices of determine: 
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occupy the hill of Senlac near Hiestings: 


shepherds kept flocks of tourists on the move 
in a babel af English ane foreign lancuaires 

The scene reminded us of that Christmas 
Dav nine centunes ago When those present 
were asked. according to custom, whether 
they would accept William os their king 
saich a clamor of “veas" broke owt in Ene- 
lish and French that the Norman cavalry 
stationed outside believed the English were 
assaulting William. Rashly loval,they thought 
to craw off the supposed attackers by setting 
fire to the surrounding houses. Poor William, 
almost beside himself, lost his audience and 
Was crowned in anempty church while chaos 
reine’ outside 

The Norman aristocracy displaced the 
Anglo-Saxon mobility, but the varies grades 
of peasantry—tree villagers, villetns, cottag- 
crs, slaves—survived apparently unchanged, 
working their weary way through life 

Che chronicler William of Malmesbur 





Battle lines, drawn on 4 present-day map, show 
the Saxanie shield wall atoo Senlac Hill, while the 
Conquerors army musees across the vallev. At 
9200 acm, Willoo's-archers open fire; then the in: 
fantry advances for hand-to-hand combat Cavalry 
pushes to the Sawon wall; archers and infantry fall 
to Ue rear. Hoth sides fight to astandoff until late 
morning, When the Breton troops fall back Savor 
militin give chase, only to be cut off by William’. 
cavalry. So effective is the move that the duke's 
men twice feien retreat, reports William of Poitiers. 
Finally the weary invaders pierce the weukened 
human bulwark, kuling Harold and claiming the 
kone far William. Town of Battle ishown in 
Eray at betti has since grown frourdl Battle Abbey, 
founded by William to mark fis yetors 
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he looked back to that “fatal day for E.ng- 


land” pnd drew these portraits 


Some sixty wears aller the Conquest 


The English at that time wore short gar 
miicl-kriee 
their hair cropped, their beards shaven, their 
arms Jaten with wold bracelets, their skin 
tlomed with 
wont to cat until they became surfeited and 
to drink were sick, These latter 
qualities they onparted to their conquerors 
“The Normans—that I may speak of them 
aiso—were at that time, a5 they are now, cx- 
ceedingly particular in their dress, anc deli- 


ments, reaching to the they tad 
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cale in their food, but not to excess. Thev are 
a race inured to war, and can hardly live with- 
their 
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its chance of success, and change their opin 
tons for money." 

With the Conquest. the use of English 
declined, Latin and French, serving church 
state, and hich society, influenced the Enelish 
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Wiliam is not entirels lost tn its cavernous 
chambers. Jav and | sat for fall fim hour in 
the Chapel of St. John, which 


LOR. The 


t Still exact 


as it Was oboul clone to thwild i 
was browcht from (Caen in Normand, 

Much tremained to be cone aller occupying 
London, and in tine Wilham would do i 
LOO, to Normandy bul 


He «pent most ol 


Where the battle med, a trezal 
CK TCLS LATO Peer Ul pasture 
lelhaom Hill 


ipa 
oie down weriss the 


From he milst4 trees oy 
the Norms f 


neow And up the siope im jore 


eround to conquer the Saxons. Ina 
nearby feld hes a erim reminder of 
the Carnace—s pris! 
ing a skull 


int ariiitientied! 


y heure clutch 
The i4th-century cary 
Batlle Abbew, the 


haigiit lil 


Willian 


commenmarate fs yoctors 


= 0 i. el ror 
Minas 1FLLEd 





i ca} 

| 
1 
POtut 


Al 


ned to Boghend w 


thy I 
SLD Tectlion 
; 


ter an is 


f hi: 


Lia 
ba 


f Exeter surren 


tri 
ham 


Ther 


1 


i 
eb ee | 


BLS i " 
iets ae aT 


len Nr on 


in 
OTE hM, 


December | 


COMME 


iy Won kingdom 


i = =f 7 a a 
he reluctant citizens 


tar ary 
ered their red { 
nf Rourement 
Lioucester and Er 
OS sured 
ind) York, t 


ieerairess fi] 


and Wil 


Tata Hep 
secured \Woaar- 


a uty CTY SG 


SOUL no LHL Uti 


the dav he died, 
Raiding Dunes 


ambricte. But 
suppress Teyolt 


LIncoin 


he had to go nortl 





Huntinecon, ane 


in durham and York Entil 
William ent little rea 


nnd fh 


(id their best to destroy 


hehment morth af 
edo them 


Scobs tried to | 


tile Yorkchiremen 
the Norman extah- 


the Hun ner in (OoAg The 


Willim’s response 


“ah eT =< a ma 
_ = seen . : 








“Hear Yourselves Valiantly.”” William Crtes: 
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The Kingdom Trembles With the Sorman Onslaught 
Bretons. Normarts, antl European mercenaries thunder toward the seawored howescarls, above 
Harelel'<s cermonal teooom on the | Liters Ranks stand so packecl that the slaughtered cari 
fall. Steel clashes against steel und the owilul drone o fal'et Lie fills the air. But finally Norman 


pas words lain thelr wets: Harold's brothers. Leaiwine and Geeth, below. teople in death 
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louether the Faltering French. 


A Fighting Bishop Draws 


was swilt and! termble. His “harrving of the 
north left famine and cevastation behind 
him Even the Nerman writer Orcericeus 
Vitalis could only regard the expedition of 

169-70 as a “barbarous homicide.’ 

We followed William's first nmorthware 
march from Exeter to Vork, where we found 
ie Conquest The York 


bias |] To. ? . r | er ? i 4 i 
Shambles, the ovedieval butchers’ quarte 





ample reminders of t 


ancl now o street of shops le mentioned in 


Vi iiain'’s Gime, The western part of the cathe 
ciral crvpt is early Norman 

Al York Wilhtam threw up two mottes, of 
mounds, on either side of the River Chuse 
Chev sull stand at couch end of the modern 
Skelderzate Brdve. One of them is known os 
Baile Fell; uit in eight chavs, it hae lasted 
mine centunes. Clifford's Tower, built in the 
Sth century, stands on the other 

As we looked at the row of houses along 
Bile Hill Terrace, facing William's motte 
nnd the medieval city will, we wondered 
What Loe mound meant to the people who 
were spencing ther lives beside it 

Lhree of the local Tresiclents tld not know 
what itwas. The fourth, plane tuner, was in 
hanmmonv with history: he identified! it 


“Stand fast! Stand fastt” shouts Hishon Chiba, 
fear nothing, for i tod please, we sdill 
conquer ve “So they took courage, wrot 
Mth-rtentury chronicler Master Wace “Fi 
at on a white horse, so that all might 
recognize him In his hand he held a omace, 
nd wherever he saw mopost meee, he ata 
twine the Kniehts and often urved then on 


do 6 6to assault Che ereeqn 

















What lk Tht Madness Which Makes You Fly'" Roars William 
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Desperation Now a Fury, the Normans Finally Break the 


a the leprags. hilewoely ah rir 


to an end, the bone-weary, haggard Normans call upon the 


thelr armas over (he shields and ceath rain upon the Antlo-Saxons: as the battle still rages. 


Year alter year William the Conqueror 
mithed back and forth across the Channel to 
meet cses in England and Normandy. He 
wes trving to weld his duchy and kingdom 
into a single Anglo-Norman state. But ene- 
mies encitcled him, and thev increasingly 
acted in concert: Scots, Flemings, Anvevins, 
Bretons, and, above all, French. 

When voung Ring Philip lof France reached 
his majority, he began the hasic policy—to 
last for generations—of assaulting Normandy 
with aid from Flanders and Anjou. For the 
last. decace of William's life the French gen- 
erally maintained the advantuge over him 

Misfortune now seemed to dog William's 
every step. His son Robert Curthose revolted 
more than once, Girrving many of the wounger 
generation with him. Witty and charming, 
vain and shallow, Robert was his mother’s 
favorite. He caused some bickering between 
William and Matilda; otherwise their mar- 
riage seems to have been a happy one 

William hacl troubles without enck In 1082 
he fell out with his arrogant half brother 
Bishop Odo, now also Earl of Kent, and im- 
prisoned him for ive vears in Normandy. 

On November 2, 1083, Queen Matilda 
died anc was buried in Caen, William, “weep- 
ing most profusely for many davs,” says Wil- 
lim of Malmesbury, “showed how keenly 
he felt her loss,” 

In 1085 William desperately needed) money 
ant assurance of the loyalty of his subtects 
The Danes were planning another great in- 
yasion of Eneland (which never occurred) 
with hel pfrom continental allies. In the Domes- 
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day Book William acquired a detailed de- 
scription of the landed resources of the king- 
com for tax purpeses, and in the Salisbury 
Qath of Aumust, 1086, he recerved, savs the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, the allegance of “all 
the people occupying land who were of any 
account over all England” 

In the wears that followed the Conquest, 
fewer than 700 Norman barons seem to have 
taken over the landsof more than4,000 Anglo- 
saxon lords. Land was the major form of 
wealth in that era Let it never be thought 
that the Conquest was not prohtable! 

William spent his happiest houwrs—and 
days and weeks—hunting, and in the Ene- 
land of today there is no more picturesque 
remincer of the Norman Conquest than the 
New Forest. In Hampshire he found tens of 
thousands of thinly settled acres which he 
took ws a private hunting preserve. Not satis- 
feed, he “afforested” addtional large preas by 
evicting some 2.000 men, women, and children 
from about twenty villages and a dozen ham- 
lets The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle states, “He 
preserved the harts and boars ond loved the 
stags as much as if he were their father.” 


FE joined the fast traffic from Salis- 
bury to Lyndhurst and rode through 
the New Forest to the roms of Beau- 

licu Abbey, Wild ponies ambling along the 

road brought many a car, including ours, toa 
stop, giving the drivers no choice but to enjoy 
the open countryside. 

Toward the enc of 1086 William returned 
to Normandy, where King Philip as usual 


et gil ae 5 
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The English Piece, Ther Blood Sacnfice in Vain 
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wes brewing trouble. The following summer 
French troops, setting out from Mantes, in 
vacded Normandy. William, now 60 years old 
and heavy with fat, launched an ambitious 
counteroffensive. It was his last campaien 

Taking Mantes by an unexpected fssault 
upon the unwary defenders; William fired the 
wow. As be picked his wavy through burning 
debris in the streets; we are told, his horse 
stumbled, throwing hom sgamest the front al 
hit saddle and inflicting a fatal rupture 

His followers coriod him to Rowen But 
the nome fine heat of the citv prover unen- 
durable, so they took him to the priory of St 
Coervars on @& hill to the West of the : La, 

Half a century later Orclericus Vitalis 
represents the dving king as saving on his 
deathbed “1 tremble, mv trends; when I re- 
fect on the grievous sins which burden my 
conscience | was bred to arms from my 
childhood, and am stained with the rivers af 
blood J huve shed | chirnect mv treasure to 


Relics of the realm: Sword and axhearls. found im thi 





Phaties River, cate from the Canegtierors era Workmen 
fiscovered the swords hilt onel moet, of its blole ta oR: 
A year tater the pom tuned in Scenimts determined by 
meticulous tests that, amaringiy, the two parts belonged 
lovether. The axheads, preserved along With the sword by 


Lhe London Museum, may haveserved Harolifs lousecarls 


Full face of William cistinculshes his coins. The Pevenses 


Mint, founded by the Llangueror, struck this rare lve! 


penny, now io the Sussex Archaeolosical Museum 











Thus the Tapestry as it iscknown 
today ends, But historians 
believe thet tiro missing paneln 
may have shown William 
triumphant and mounted on 
the English throne. 





William Becomes the Conqueror and King of England 


horeehach 
William Gt Poitiers, Behind them 
cf the woth aoe Aobilitv of Enehand.' 


be given to the churches and the peor....] 
appaint no one my heir to the crown of Eng- 
land, but leave it to the disposal of the eternal 
Creator... For I did not attam that high 
honor by hereditary risht, but wrested it from 
the perjured_.. Harold in a desperate battle, 
With much effusion of human blood. .,.* 

Although William lett the country “to the 
disposal of the eternal Creator,” he took care 
to see that his second surviving son, William 
Rufus, succeeded him as king (1087-1100). 
Robert Curthose inherited the duchy of Nor- 
mandy, wenton the First Crusade, and finally 
lost his duchy in 1106 to his younger brother 
Henry, then also King of England 

William the Conqueror died on Thursday, 
september 9, O87, after the great bell in the 
cathedral church of St. Marv of Rowen had 
yust struck Prime, the hour of sunrise 

The members of his court quickly went 
their wavs, wrote Ordericus “The wealthiest 
of them mounted their horses and departed in 
haste to secure their property, But the inferior 
attendants, observing that their masters had 
disappeared, laid hands on the arms, the plate, 
the robes. the Linen, and all the royal furni- 
ture, and leaving the corpse almost naked on 
the floor... they hastened away!" 

Everything continued to go wrong, even at 
William’: funeral The procession bearing: his 
body inte Caen, where he had chosen to be 
buried in SL Etienne, was interrupted by the 
outbreak of a fire in the town, Then, when 
the proceeding: were resumed, a certain 
Ascelin burst inte the church, claiming that 
William had robbed him of the land on which 
the church stood Inquiry revealed that As- 


semicon foot, wow along the roads, but most over the trackless country. wrote 
the belo) tained Gabtheercune seas oevernedd wath the tloacer 
The! eu set coer ther theled 
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celin spoke the truth, and the bishops present 
bought from him the land in which to bury 
the roval Duke of Normandy. 


HE hardships of William's life were 
over, and so wae our journey. Jay hid 
become indefatigably attached to him 
during our seven weeks of wandering When 
I wondered whether a front tire was leaking, 
she told me sarily that William's last years 
hal been o courageous strugele against adver- 
sity. When I was sure we were going to miss 
the plane for our fierht home, she wondered 
Whether William's hair was really risset 
One may wonder much about William, Of 
his greatness there can be no question 
Great men, great cities, and great nations 
supply the themes for great history. But his- 
tory isthe creatrve construct of the historian; 
i does not just happen. Where there is no 
historian, there is little histon 
William the Conqueror hac been generous 
to the church, and in the next century its 
“clerks” were generous to him. They recorded 
his accomplishments in chronicles ancl helped 
preserve the memory of his deeds. It is as 
Master Wace reminds us in his rhymed chron- 
icle of the Norman dukes 


AST firings to nothingness descend, 

Griw old and die and meet their end; 
Aan dies, tron rusts, wood vies decayed, 
fowers fall, walls crumble, roses fade. 

Nor long shall ary nome resound 

Beyond the grave, wrless ‘tbe found 

fn some clerk's book; it is the pen 

Gite: immortalily to men, THE END 








Trailing Yellowstone's 
Grizzlies by Radio 
Article and photographs by 


FRANK CRAIGHEAD, JR., Ph.D. 
and JOHN CRAIGHEAD, Ph.D. 
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® When grizzly cubs purse, (hey MAKE O DUEE- 


Ing sound tke a swarm of angry bees 


° Liomingaince beasenel ON Slz@, AP RTCeSIVenes.. 


and experience is the kev to stratification of 
grizzly society. Che supposiilly lonely grivels 
Sa Soci GL 

® (irizzhes we have stucicad have moved trom 
simmer ranges bo hieher elevations, between 


feet, to den. Most dena ari 


CO ane Ge 
duc well in advance of hibernation L bets 
miy Winter in the same location vear after 
tear, even in the same den 

e These Indeed 
they are omnivorous, eating anything from 
huckleberries, pure 


mice, pocket eoohers, elk, fs 


imimats are not Tastes 


nits, snd roots to held 
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The lowe ihe, fimily duties, and feneral be- 
havior of a erizzly are not noticeably affected 
when if au Cuires i collarantenna,. midin trains 
mitter, and battery pack 

Pot ieear and scientist alike excitement be- 
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shut behind a hunery, then startled, erizzis 
Or when acre -larien evince) fired from & un 
strikes o free-roaming nim 

EN Was thee first bear we 


Fins when the Pule of a Culvert tran 


nieve witha 


over thie heirs 


radio transmitter. [n our over-all tagging pro 
gman, she was Wo, 40 (page 263) We trapped 
6). The 

inamchi- 
Lieed Her with a bvpodernmic dirt of suecinivl 
choline chloride; tt would keep her inert for 
about 15 minutes: Then John injected pento 
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her on the tight of September 21, 


nést mormmne Matunce Hornocke: 





biurbitel <adturm 
minkies was fully anesthetized 
Che 


completing her 


niehe a lial wearer! ithe 
radio Collar, The seven-cell 


i 5 ee a p ve loawrer - I pp pen Lrerea ty 
attery pack, food foras long as three months 


Previous 


tater for unto a veor), had been witerproofed 
by dipping it in silicone rubber. The two 
ounce transmitter. buttery pack, ani 
of the loop antenon had been wrapped in 





2 SECU 
ing) coabet) with resin. As 
with ull our instrumented subjects, we color 
cocded the entire issembly with Lape 

The collar that John handed me as T knelt 
bv friezly Ne 
nd was as waterprooal, shockproof, anc bear 
| hited the coy 


snugly ground the beurs neck wod boltect the 
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never vel had to wee them to ball a bem 
“she should be ryzht-over this rise,” | said 
SUPE enourh, when we cautiously peered 
We Saw Our erivizls 
lowered, plodding along the valle’ floor, She 


over the hilltop heal 
Was obviously unaware of our presence. Radio 
had prven us a-sixth sense that surpassed her 
own powers of scent, sieht, and hearing 
“That's So, 40-all right,” said fob ashe 
aghted the identifving recl-ancd-blye collar 
He pissed the scope Oo Hoke Franciscus. 
For the first time a grizzly bear had been 
tracked by radio signals, We knew then that 
electronics coulel be wsecdl to gain vital new 


- 
fi oes 


information about erizzlie= in Yellowstone 

Sance then, the pulsed beeps from our radtin 
bears have become as familiar to us-ns the 
cawing of the mountain mavens. The siznals 
have led us-to rendersvous with grizzlies tn 
their most intimate moments. We have foun! 





them: napping, frolicking in new-falléen-snow, 
defending kills, swimming al night, battling 


for mates, digeing dens, and holed up in their 
winter hideouts We feel as if we now have a 
wite-creen view of crizely behavior, where 
is previntisiy we had boen peering at itthrough 
ao keyhole: 


Hy The Syimimer of 1h our radiwtrackine 


Where the bears are: (Jin the i role heaels* hele ITH, Hutlines 


in tiiftierent calor eho the areas roamed In 
Flies: identifving numbers of the bugged bears appear alongsice 
ther berobories- (Crosses indicate personal contacts and ractin 
haces. Rarhintracking reveals that a few animale use only 1) to 
2 squire miles of Hovden Valley. But one bear, Peg lev, for 
heave reed lind 


do prt Of his mane During oo weeklone tumble (dattied line an 


aoe in summer over 1s Sey line mbes 


man at night. Pee Lee trinceled 1h) miles one) ewan the Yellow 
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system was complete, Base Station af Canyon 
Village was equipped with receivers and a 
motordriven. ive-element directional anten- 
na We monitored the instrumented grizzlies 
dav and might, regularly picking up their cil- 
ferently pulsed signals 1) to 12 miles away 
octusionally as far as°20 miles 





Scientists “Tune In” on Den-hoond Bear 


Supplementing this was the three-clement 
antenna and receiver at our hilltop Field Sta- 
tion, cight mile: south in Havden Valley, and 
neo two radio-equipped vehicles. With these 
we followed erivvlies that wandered to dis 
tant parts of the park 


ia =e 
ayy) 


After engineer Joel Varney of the Philco 
Corporation perfected wur hand-carried track- 
ing receivers, they weighed only two atil a 
half pounds apiece. With these we picked up 
senals from prizzlies three to four miles awa 
Hid stalked the bears on foot 

Our pioneer success in tracking.a eriezly to 
ite den camé on a gry November day as snow 
sifted down on the high Vellowstone plateau 

For the park's restless grizzhes, the snow 
tid low temperature triggered a biological 
Clock, just a4 it bad over countless Centuries 
Becoming lethargic as winter approached, the 
burly animals dispersed from fall feeding 
grounds and sought lonely sites in the forest 





where many weeks earlier they had excavated 
dens for thelr six-months’ <leep. 

On the moring of November 5, 1963, John, 
Maurice Horpocker, Charlie Ridenour, and 
l clambered over jackstraw piles of wind- 
felled trees in upper Trout Creek, almost at 
the geographic center of Yellowstone Purk. 

The high-pitched pulsing “beep” in ‘our 
portable receivers wis direct Communication 
from a trizely. No bupgling of elk, covotes’ 
howl, or honking of erese ever stirred us more 

We were following the most recent addition 
to our how-lengihy rester of instrumented 
grizzlies This was No, 164. Her individual 
ratio “call” was 62 beeps.a minite. 











As we pressed on after lunch, we hopefully 
looked for footprints in the snow, antivipating 
4 glimpse of a dark form moving through the 
dense lodgepole pines. But falling snow had 
covered her tracks, as she obeverd an age-old 


instinct to go to her den, 


Apart fromm 1604's insistent radio signal, utter 
stillness muffled the forest. The deep wing- 
beats of a great grav owl made no sound ‘The 
raucous Canada jays and scolding pine squir- 
rel= hal fallen silent. 

Rotating the loop antenna of my receiver, 
I tried, from utopia tangle of fallen timber, to 
tuke a bearing by finding the “null” position 
—the angle af} the wire loop that wave the 

161 


PUTTING AWAY LEFTOVERS, «@ rmell-feel 


» Brizsly covers the carcays of a bull 


elk with dirt and grass to thivart 
scavengers auch asx the coyote in the 
foreground. The erizzly's keen penne 
of smell enables it to détect and 
locate carrion from afar, Rarely doa 
a erizely kill a healthy adult elk, but 
ifmeay foll a sick or disabled one. 
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Average litter 4ive over a seven-vear period 
has been 27.2 cubs per mother, with a maxi- 
mum Veurly average of 2.6. The largest litter 
Wwe have recorded is four (below), although 
triplets occur frequently, The annual birth 
rate has averaged about 20 percent, slizhtly 
hither than the death rate. 

Our files now brim with information from 
which we can constrict actuarial tables for 
bears—mean life span, mortality by age class, 
anc life expectancy. Now we can write the 
terms for a badly neetled wrizzly life-insur- 
ance policy, These statistics give buckbone to 
ih minagement program that can help sive 
the grizzly from becoming extinct. 

This information has not been gleaned 
without risk. Time and again we have been 
treed by bears, twice by belligerent No. 39. 

(irizzhes stronely object to being disturbed 
from the dav berls that they scoop out of soft 
earth. Once we followed one of our radio 
bears, No. 75, to where she lay bedded down 
with her two yearlings 

As owe drew near, the bad-tempered old 
SOW Have & Warning “wool to her youn, ani 
the family took off at a gallop. We fotured compl 
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of a car. Such incidents help researchers determine how long various drugs remain 
effective. Collar of white fur, an uncommon marking. rings the young bear's neck. 


ous saliva smeared around the edge of the 
bed, sugpesting that the mother bear hacl been 
drooling with nervousness at our hppa by, 
Her decision to flee rather than to attuck wae 
fortunate for us, 


Brawny Males Top Grizzly “Peck Order” 


Ghyver the years a social pyrumicl, or hier: 
archy, has developed among Yellowstone's 
Erizzlies. Each beor, from the dominant male 
down. to the insecure orphaned cub or year- 
ling, finds his place in the group. Ageressive- 
ness determines the order. However, relative 
positions Change from vear to véar, Sows with 
cubs are more aggressive than barren ones 
and attain a temporarily higher social status. 
They defer only to the large males 

Especially in the mating season, in June 
and earhy July, the bir boars ware fierce hat- 
Ues, competing for mates andl for ruling rank. 

Old Scar Face, veteran of many contests, 
yielded to Cut Lip, then briefly rewon his 
place as top boar—only to lose a short ond 
yicrous battle to Ingemar (No 12). Prom 1460 
to 1965, Inge (page 254) dominated the grizz- 
hes of Trowt Creek and Haven Valley: We 








Splashing across a creek, four 
cubs hurry to catch wp with their 
mother, Quaidls gre rate, the 
Craithead study shows that lit- 
ters overage 22. yound. No bigeer 
than sqiurreds at birth, cubs etay 
chose to mother, who protects and 
hutsesn thet. Ther father plas 
ho purt inthe rearing. Sows sme 
itmc adept orphan ecb 
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By KENNETH MaclLEISH 


Agsretoond Feil 


Miustrations by National Geographic 


photegrapher WINFIELD PARKS 
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coming British colanel, saluted the imposing [relian 


re \. aa | a ] J a a F 
OoOormin, and “trolled out toto thi Sore ruta 


Llark ness li Ta id Lea rahe EE il lice he re gl thi 
BOUT easier hp Of Asia. a scont 85 miles from the 


M j “a | = By r a | 
[ Ue pea a i hia Cheah wet wid of the south wesi 


monsoon rinsed) Lye THDOPOWS CORPO of Tha cits 


Lightning pulsed in the canopy of cloud that lav like 
hd on the litte island nation 
Bevond the circle of Licht that brightens the whit 


colonial facade of the Rathes Hotel, that century-old 





backdrop on the Southeast Asian stave, a dozen Jeon 


snaw hos SOUChe In Their passentercarline 
Encvcles, Winking, As T emerged, they sprang to theit 
sididles, made their three-wheeled mounts Dance pric 
CuUrvel hike spirited horses, ate) set Up 2 Sotho Voce 


Chimor tor attention. (ine oan (ictached timeelf trom 


the 2roup and pursue tre on soundless bres 


bE 


fil 
elemental Enelish he sketcherl the delights of the town, 
his list of offermes endless and woorintabl 
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“Emporium and... pride of the East.” Thus Sir = predicted disaster, but geography favored the stra- 
Stamford Raffles envisioned Singapore's future tegic island with its magnificent deepwater port 
shortly after he founded the city in 1819. Others ai the crossroads of Southeast Asia's sea lanes. 








Chinese lightermen maneuver their motorized — traffic between wharves and ships anchored in the 
fongkangs from Singapore River's crowded quay roads. At nightfall the city’s glitter paints the sky 
in the early morning, starting a daylong stream of and sheltered harbor. 
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million seu: pnd the British, founders af thi 


port city and lone its rulers, reduced toclay to 


lithe community or merchants and military 


men. [would-sturt with the oldest inhahitants 
Pilings Keep Village From Tide's Reach 


While wil Re ott i st i, ly Pe 
[ told the trishaw man. “The 
on stits.’ 


thtee-wheelted, man 


“Take me to the 
Ruoael,” ii that 
stands above the 


In our 


Wile! 
DOWerect bax 
ppasite) we rolled down North Bridge Riel 
Fir 


A oreon-lil avenge bined with small stores 
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Which merchants colled ane beck- 


ned. The mingled music of East and Wee 


Wave from 
poured from radios and record players.sound 
Ing, 1 seemed, from every building. 
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He mennt the racial riots of 1964. in which biood, 
hehting between Mialovs ond “Chinese fad sme 
the pence of the city. Ltowas partly to learn the story 
behind that sad stnife that | had came to Ameupore, 
for just such violence had helped bring about thi 
mutually cisturbing divorce of the 14-by-26-mule 
iStand country from the newly formed nation ol 
Malavan states calied VWalavsiit, which it hoc eacerls 
joined less than two yeurs befor 

For reasons [ wold discover liter, Singapore: 


trcat urban Chinese majority and Malaysia's rural 
millinon= Were not vet reiacly foe politic union. Hut 
this was neither the time nor the place to ciscuss 
Lat Oates 
“Oo more fighting,” my informant went on. “Cink 
sometimes i hard for Malay bow to find) good job 
| asked whether the problem might not be com 


ehition. Relher than tiscrimmatitin. He hall nereed 


inyway, fe grinned, “government Bives wu 
me thinge Chinese may ltan Witter comes in 
re. Tiere Cheec tot CE wo i sc oe 


In a wide spol in the walkway a circle OF men sal 
finlking in low vowi They acknowledged my imtn 
don with mild faces ane civil westures: Wine wae 
corving @ tholenirk Another was noning &@ Knile 
Turning shoreward, | saw a small trl smelling 
flowers in a tiny girlen where bougainvillea, jas- 


mine. ane bibiteds grew in earth-filled tn can 
Bucis Street Changes bv the How 


The second goal of my expedition in search of thi 
city's three worlds was Hugs Street, 2 chameleons 
L Hn é thornurchtan whose | nafactie)r cCnaniecs Wit 
The [uaietine hours from residential street to markel 
ta dining street lo shopping street (paces 254-5 


Ten munutes of brisk pedaling brought us 
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Street serves some of the best foo in Singapor 
that offers “ome of the best food in the Eat 
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of bacon beked trown in no berre!}haniene trom 
peeks where Ttoddy sesites DV Lbed Then rHiked 
hickens, ehstening with oil, dangled beside bake 
in L =, brit | are fe Wil nl EWEEL 40 2huce 
Beef strips roiled: crish vegetublés simmered 
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(Chinese crossed the littered street carcving a 
hot scented towel in wooden tongs | mopped 
mv face and hands while he recited m ap- 
proximate Enelish the delicacies offered bs 
mithe stalis, He himself was in the ronst-duck 
business. | ordered a few dishes, including, of 
course, Proust duck. A shout, a gesture, a small 
boy sent scuttling, and the order was placed 
all along Bugis Street 

I ate slowly and watched the passing peo- 
ple, all Chinese but deeply dissimilar. Young 
women sported pink or green Pajamas, skin- 
tight Young men wore Western dress. But 
trotting along under overloaded shoulder 
poles Were mon and women of another ajye— 
coolie-hetted, clog-shorl, expressionless 

A farmer squatted on his stool: Sitting: is 
for city people, Near him a: dapper Chmese 
“Teddy bow" from the i¢h merchants’ quar- 
ter gunned a blindingly new motorcycle 

No one staréd at anvone. Since its begin 
ning, Singapore has been place of many 
pooples, most of them newcomers, each with 
cistinctive wavs. Life in the cosmopolitan 
crowd has bred no contempt, only tolerance 

As the eating hour came to anend, the char- 
octer of the street chanced. Down the block, 
display tables appeared, laden with: shirts 
and socks, pens amd scissors. Little glass ani 
mals and pretty prints from Ked China sold 
at minuscule prices. Singapore is a paradise 
for the microbisinessmuin 


Paper Dragon Twists Past City Hall 


True to his word, my trishaw driver came 
weaving down the way at theappointed hour 
I climbed abourd god teld him to take me 
through the broad, grassy scaside park where 
Singapore hid bégun. There, in a scene of 
suitably Singaporean contrast, & paper dragon 
prance before the floodlit columms of the 
Britigh-built neoclassical (iv Hall, now seat 
of the nation’s government. Nearby stood the 
Singapore Cricket Club, white-sided and a 
littl aloof, where a mustuchioed mémber 
thoughtfully sipped his gin and tonic at an 
open window, The pale bulk of St. Andrews 
Cathedral dazed in paint-peeling serenity 

We returned then to the Rattles Hotel, itself 
on expression of Britain in the East, and like 
the other old British buildings a charming 
memoriil to things past. In the course of half 








aderen hours and as many miles, I bad com: 
pleted a sampling of three cultures—one 
dominated, one cominiint, one ceparting— 
ciffering in race, religion, languace, and ome, 
but all three part of the Singapore story since 
i began on a January moming in 1814, 


Lion City Bears Wrong Animal's Name 


There was nothing occidental about thut 
moment of ongin. As the British convoy pur- 
Mwetiiiy approached, Singapore lav wimeast 
uninhabited, as it had for many centuries 
Few traces remained of aun-earlier port city 
built inthe Lithcentury and misnamed Singa- 
pura—City of the Lion—-after a tiper seen. on 
the beach and misidentified so the story goes, 
by a nearsighted observer, 

Where the elderly Victorian government 
building: now stand, a Malay village of halfa 
hundred thatched huts huddled under coco- 
nut palms. In the interior, a few Chinese fam- 
ilies worked farms carved out of the jungle. 

A Malay chronicler of the times, one sAb- 
dullah the Munshi (teacher), wrote: “No mor- 
lil dare to puss through the Straits of Singa- 
pore. Jins pnd Satans even were afraid, for 
that Was the place the pirnates made use of, to 
sleep atand divide their booty... .” 

This did not deter “ir Stamford Rates of 
the Fast India Company. On February 6, 
L614, te signed a treats 
with the local rulers pro- 
viding for the establish- 
mentot a tracing post Rat- 
fles had watched the Dutch 
irvy to take over Southeust 
Asin and smash Hritain’s 
China trade. In his own 
words, the British had “not 
now an inch of ground to 
stand upon between. the 
Cape of Croocdl Hope une 
(China: nor a single friened- 
lv pert at which they can watet or obtain 
refreshment.” 

Ambitious, enthusiastic, visionary, Raffles 
understood the importance of founding an 
emporium on this site. And so, literally, he 
invented the new Singarore. 

Before he left in 1823, Raffles gave Singa- 
pore its special franchise and mission: “the 

(Continued on page 244) 


Sir Stomford Hohles 


Eves an enigma behind fierce tiger makeup, an actor pauses backstage before eoine 
on at the Chinese opera Professional companic>s stage the centunes-old dramas, called 
operas because of the many singing Toles. Plots have moral themes and usually end with 
the triumph of virtue over evil, for Chinese auciences abhor injustice Dancing, eword: 
ploy, and missed huttl scenes enliven the re-enactment of historical opisodes: 


_ baie lice. Bi BI i bé 
fit i t fe 


moa head) maeililmae «© 


Phd) be) Che iSie) hie I 





After eurshey doen Te itr 
aft Pe re | Mehay Penieeota. Tope fli: 
Lak 7 ae esa! Hehe Strait end . 
: eSemtoweng captured Scipegmee in Zep . 
= nt Woodlands “Kano I ha 
PATO Fa rt Sey eile Will bhiscoan 
FIFE Lae Foptan 


Lama ar Palo yn fekong Hes J 








pal *L Pury 





me amahae had tS 
." Pa Seine | F F 


=) Singapore Se 
‘aie et | CRRCLE RINGS PRONCIPAL “Ng 
lon if AREA OF PHOTORCR APS 
Fiufau Glabans iS 
ql i Id = = 1, | i, : i fi A E * ri tJ ij 
F iain Pee a “he 
‘1 | 1 ey t 
i! a ee | 
AT = 
‘ le Ls ie S| 
a oe d Sh 
SINGAPORE 
P MINT ISLAND NATION at the southeast 
ern tip of mainigned Asia, Singuper , 
Pebenly mcquired unwarther! incepend a 





ence thirnuch caivorce from Alalavsia. al 
Which tt lad been g@& stale at ae 
Chinese ane trachtionalist Molavs found 


ihati—tor tine Time hl al lege res 


were toa chissamilar in their wants andl waves to live towether as 
mnited poonie. Awhithhe reunite SiiaApeore TH borer rks 
HW) 6 fee Cf iTS CATS. Pett eéfpblichpal oe the Hritis 


tt 1819 os o bose forthe China trade Now a modern, industriglty 
ing oly, Singapore shows a deceptively Western face to visitors 
hts nienly Chriental soul i better 
Gueht in its crowded alleys than 


7 | be WE ee 
baa) nin i eT Le 









‘i st 
s nA | VT ee 
Tail ¢ ' eli, 


Yanan i, pre a 


COVERS MENT: Repolidic, AOPULA 
ae ee | 7S perce | Wetatae 





lite Minlow, Iisclian, Pakietiani, ithe i Lined 
minorities LAWGUAGE: Malay or U7 Mane ™ 
Hon! |ontiaee,  hinese, Englisd A A, si 


Tandl, Aeon: Auckclhis, Tania 
Atostem, Hoda (ohristion. 2c Ad 
Lee Bente pet trathe based on words 


a r 

‘3 pean’ si 
~~, acer \ 
connie 


ith loreet port, in smelting, 

Hi=T A rj lumber nraLle=sineg hi lr 
ldihie, Aprrculture cheefly marke 
PArUPRInE, (Nes, pwr, TLIMATE: 


| 
| 
Hot ard hon pointe weap rune i 





is 


L F 
7 | i 7 | 
a i eee fete Lee a AL PHT | 


i=: 


Cobra striking at the sea, the Singapore River twists through th 
heart of the tvhtly packed cite. The business center appears af the 
rivers prouth—the snake's hood—in this Fisheve-lens portrait. Dus 
ens of ships ride al anchor in the Inner and (huter Roads. At far right 
icross Sinvapore Strait, lies chood-dotted Indonesia, whive hoatilit' 
loWward Singapore and newhboring Mialaveia for three vears shadowed 
the Tuture of the fonmer British colonmpes 
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port af Singapore is a free port, and the trace 
thereof open to shipis and vessels of every na- 
on, tree of duty, equally and oltke to all.” 

Iit-still is. By police launch | toured thereat 
harbor tnstallation—largest in Southewst Asia 
and fifth largest in the worid—and surveyed 
the four miles of modern docks where 30 
berths provick fueling, watering, and loucing 
facilities for shins fromall over the world. 

(iHishore, tn the protected roads, dozens ot 
smaller weesels find safe anchorage. Swarms 
of beamy lizhters called fompsangs nuzzle up 





against them like piglets to a sow to receive 
their cargo and carry it to wharves up the 
Singapore River (pages 270-71) 

“We pride ourselves on offering good, fast 
service, sid a port ofhcml, “There is proba- 
bly less pilferage on our clocks than anywhere 
eee om the East We have eleven thousand 
Lnborer<s in the Port Authority, Qur gocdowns 
—Warehouses—shelter 9O.000) tons of cared 
ench wtek. But they are never crowded. We 
keep the cargo moving. A ship arrives. or 
depiirts every fifteen minutes.” 

Ceorraphy hast alwave favored Singanore, 
possescedt of o superb natural harbor mand 
perched on the shores of a narrow strait 
through which much of the old Ching trade 
had to pass (map, pace 2778), Even the winds 
blew to is special advantage The northenst 
monswn lasted six months and, when it end- 


ed, the southwest monsoon took over for the 
rest of the year. Thus, ships out of China could 
run to Singapore before the northeast mon 
soon, exchange Kurepenn cargo for their own, 
und later blow back to China on the same 
oth west monsoon that brovwght the tall East 
Inciamen to Singapore 

Raffles’: settlement become o hatural entre- 
pol, & croséromds depot for exchanging the 
goods of Enst-and West. And ineach exchange, 
Singapore mrofited, In 1867 it became a Brit- 
ish Crown Colony 

By the carly 20th century tin and rubber 
had become major industries in Malaya, and 
both went out to the world through the port 
—A growing place teeming with brawling, 
lawless laborers representing 48 nationalities 
and speaking §4 languages 

Although World Wor I did not disturb its 
roaring business, Japanese expansion clic. A 
ereat naval base was built fo protect agaist 
thie threat. But while Singapore's defenders 
watched the sea, the Japanese marched down 
the Malay Peninsula and broke in the back 
way. On February 15, 142, the British de. 
strayed key Installahions and yielded the city." 


Singapore and Malaya Join—Then Purt 


In 1945 the British came back to Singapore, 
ahd Singapore came back to tite. But the new 
lv formed Federation of Malava. a producing 
country, and the Crown Colony of Singapore, 
a trading country, went their separitie ways, 
to their mutual disalvantare 

Britain tel much to help during the piost- 
war Vears, establishing schools, hospitals, and 
public housing, But the colony's million war- 
Wwakened Aswins winted something more 
Britain gave rt: On June 3, 1959, colonial rule 
ended and the State of Singapore was born 

Four vears of careful planning by the wise, 
intwitive Prime Minister of Malava, Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj, and the tough, 
brilhant young Prime Minister of Singapore, 
Lee Kuan Yew, browcht about the fusion of 
their countnes within the new nation of Ma- 
laysia. But in less than two years that erucial- 
lyimportant union failed. Despite the evident 
necd for economic and military merger, the 
people could not find conmemon cultural cause 
(Chinese and Malay, long accustomed to living 
in the same compound, were mot vet ready ta 
live in the same house 

In the summer of 1965: the hard-fizhtinz 
Lee told his people, with tears in his eves, that 
SINGAPOTe WIS ONCE Bain & 50Verelgn state 


"H. Gorn Minnigerade repptert “lafle Crows Grim 
it Singapore, in the November, 141, CeeeAPiec 


2k3 


4c such. it 6 one ‘of the woril'’s newest and 


smallest emerrent nations, and certainly the 


most reluctant 
| ech lata | tii 
raphy that makes Singapore an island: the 


“strait, 


we for mvyeell (he fact af deqnd- 


LTT Colise way spain red lohonre 


eparation from Malay 


ia. | drove northwest past Bukit Timah 


lin Hill—a 


wel feet. ts the isle s higneesl eminence ane 


tree-emothered mse which, at 


no tin gt wil 


COMCALMTS 


a a : i 4 i : I 1 i 
Here, in the center of the country, 2overn 


ment decree has preserved a few thousand 


acres of OMindl Fain lores a wore of tact 


rreen twihcht where crowth t almost auchbli 
[* i] 1 ha bh Pee ii ha. 4 5 ‘ff 7 = pal-F 

1 Ci] = ie U4 LSE eo e Wares a oo 
| | = = + 
Vlonkews move silentls 


rire! Th ae eo le a hie | |< 


themselves 


and flutes hidden places. The 


mound from 
eacdysihilance , 


ot i ie nls ery Lcle : the Fore 7 

ike & sustained -i2h. stariling only when il 
i u 

CERSES nicl (Oe Tube OF =1lence )ar= on Loe Gare 


rauriier, | had Wandered deep int this Sanc- 


1 = - I = " F 0 ‘ f r ' 
tury, searching for a sense of Malaysia wit 


ae = roogt on staked j 
sib A | ckirted i, More envrossi in 


oul man 
the problem of man in Mualavsia 


Cansewoayv Carries Vital Water 


Layer a Fise Wt Lhe north. snore of the bela i 
I found the Laas he eT enitaomizec. Here lay the 
anc thi 


Hle-supparted LSet uy a 


F ' . i 
lurbicl stretch of the strait, Cnirec 


it, 
QUA teT-Mmve-ione, | 


stretching from lond to bined (page 250), [he 
DA carrned a roadway, a railroad 


pts -= = | 
Cones Moet ol 


ATH LWwreti 
creat conduits throveh whitl 


Sineapore 4 water 





Und map, ine causeway looks like a then 
1 ; = = . 
Which SAGA 


climerls . irom ihe min 
: 

! 

ATW Ly 


bringing’ lifeblood fron 
Parent to Of soring It 


A Street Spreads a Feast ond 


Dkiner Fleck te the Tahle 
occurred to me that 
Busting market where Ot S Gel fai k- 
it @vel Live re Wis 2 PCOoORrTADIICHE YROTeSsiIOn Of i " 

hal Air li wl 
intende) ere Le. Loe 


rE I hi 'y chuibe| Mir rRreiairini 
IS CAUSE wy Wis fl nicht all: venient cole 


CLETHM Wit street oreerni 

a 1 f v i Ty a he =e 

Pen] b SAE el i ere (i a | rl , 4 wil cif tWITiInNe Le 
" ne HT 4 

Ou ore welcome net the other antl i lirra koe il 


t slope iO }OOK DICK arroass thi 


\ oe Le Th SPL 
Water. Dnitte from sidewnlk stall 
: Ss = eles.” apt 
PRC Lal Pom er : = " 
Lol a | 5 

COU MaKe Out peift of the ETeAT 


ent angle, sume scene. Exc 


putter 


i Mickeriinil of pearat 
Lia WALSE : 

i a | 

i ce Al howevel cirt 1 
7 | SPN Saleen i 7h. Pe mh bo We VE La 
vi which (tetether with other Rritich militar 
ee eee fue La a feck) icltan Vegetables are young-aned cris, 
StLhihlishimernts fi hare ane ce} rm i i 
i a a F | 1 =r i P 7 

, | ; eatoods fresh, and meats well cooked 
Loe cliwrif CL ALOT ie riche. 


5 Propel bomts—manroes, treed bern, 
31% miles long, COVEFING £,354) | rts. cl pase ta Tis ind mouth-w Hering meu 
immense Muotiry enclave serves 14,00) ie Mm Skewers ftemot hunery peesereby at one 
MH] tne FE East i rift if enior tril] 


| uly 
Ee tay | 





—— | 








British dockyard outside Britain itself. T could 
see a few of the 70-odd ships usually based 
there—a-third of the Royal Navy 

The sight reminded me of a conversation, 
with an official who must remain nameless, 
about the future of the enormous Tacit 

“We could be asked to leave, of course,” he 
had acknowledged, “but there's not much 
chance of that. Three years ago Indonesia de- 
clared herself the enemy of Malaysia and 
Singapore. She called them ‘neocolonialist’ 
countries. Might betler say ‘noncommunist 
Our forces prevented that ‘confrontation’ 
from becoming an inviision 

“Then, too, the 60,000 British servicemen 
stationed at the naval, army, and air bases 
here support about an ¢ighth of Singapore's 
population. So we're needed economically, 
Aside from all that, we've an investment here 
of hundreds of millions of dollars 

“No, I doubt that we'll pull aut just vet. But 
we may have other problems. We have a de- 
fense treaty with Malaysia. Now Singapore ts 
out of Niglaysia. What if the two countries 
disagree on What they want us to do in their 
defense? This separation...” he sighed 

Remembering his words, | determined to 
ask more questions about “this separation.” 

| got some of the answers from & gentle, 
brilliant Britisher of long experience at. firs! 
hand in the politics of Singapore and Malay 
aia, We met for lunch at his elegant 100-year- 
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“The incentive for 
fparation came from 
KL...” said my hest, 


refernnt to Kuala Lom- 
pur, lilayaia’s capital 
“You see, the Malovs 
ure traditionalists, whilst the (chinese ire 
modernists. Mr. Lee wanted the Malays to 
think and act like the Chinese, to welcome 
change But they are verv different people.” 

He looked about like a benevolent awk 
acknowledging a greeting here, returning a 
wave there 

“The Chinese came here as immigrarits, 
and they have immicrant drive, like the [rish 
of New York. The Malaysian leaders knew 
their people were not as quick and industrious 
os the Chinese, and they were afraid the Chi- 
nese would overwhelm them. Racial qualms 
developecL The Tunku—the Malaysian Prime 
Minister—asked Lee to take Singapore out m1 
Maluvsta before the situation got out of hand 
It was ac if he'd said, “You're too smart; get 
out! The Malays need time to catch up!” 





Chinese Must Accept New Identity 


We worked for a while on our very British 
food, cooked bya Chinese, served by a Malay 

“Vou must remember,” the Hritisher sac 
“that to moxt Malays the Chinese are not full 
fledged. citizens but Chinese nationals, 4 
indeed many were until nine years ago, when 
they were enfranchisecd. Now the crucial pant 
i to make the chilaren of our new generation, 
the firsi generation of born Singaporeans, 
actively think of themselves as Malaysians 
and not passively at overstas Chinese” 

My friend looked out the window aot the 


green hill= amd clottedsky of his acloptert land 
He spoke soltiv, “LE we 
we lose for good ane oll. lf we win, the Malays 
will see that Singaporeans are Milaysians. 
and the (Wo nations will come together eam, 
as some clay they must 

‘AL least, so tt seems to me. But why don't 
you ask the Malave what they think?” 

The mansion of the Malavsiun High Com- 
mission in Singapore i aquethyelerant build 
Ing StL in o grassy park Tull of flowering trees 
\ guard passed me with a glance at my pa 
pers. In & hieh-ceiled chamber, Dato’ Jamal! 
bin Abdul Latif, the High Commissioner, 
presented me to Tun Dr Ismail bin Dato’ 
Abdul Rahman, Valaveia's Minister af Home 
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policy, the Malays are far behimea the (Chines 


in education and the economic field To re- 


ress this imbalance 


froquire) Singapore was nol willing to 


time and patience are 
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covenng and re-covering every passable part of the 
islund’s 525 miles of road 

Niost of the kampanes of the Mul avs lie along the 
coasts or tidal creeks; the far more numerous villages 
af the farming or ishing Chinese are scattered every- 
Where. In this populous land, farms are no more than 
two or three acres in size; vet, thanks to its hothowse 
climiute and industrious citizens. Singapore procuwces 
ul the pork, poultry, and eres, ond half the vevetable= 
and fruit its people consume: 

| found Chinese villages easy to identify. Almost 
inevitably they included « small pond, green with 
witer hvacinths. The plant i harvested for pri fivel- 
der, and pigs have no place in the kampongs of the 
Moslem Malays: 


Talent for Barking Wins a Friend 


Country women of both races were <hv. The Chi- 
nese were particularly limid when my camera op- 
peared; girls bolted for dark doorways, then peeked 
out, ready to pop back like-cuckoos: into clocks 

Cniv once did |] manage to establish a fast and 
ffendly mapport with a Chinese farnn woman to 
whom [ had net been introduced, I accomplished the 
modest feat by an unconventional ploy: 1 barked at 
her dog. He was barkinir at me, so ] barked back 

she- stared at me in amacement, her mouth as 
round 4s her eves. Then she loosed a laugh that set the 
nies to grunting. Her children, too, staggered about 
helpless with mith; even the dow seemed convul<edt 

For this performance | got a look at the interior of 
a rural Chinese hame a single room, perhaps 15 by 
20 feel, divided by thin, head-high partitions. There 
Were © main living ‘hace, # cooking alcove where 
churconl smoldered, and o modest household shrine 
decorated with red paper. The dirt Hoor was «went, 
and the few possessions neatly arranged. 

The house, with its pond and sties, stood beside 
& rubber grove. Here, in predawn darkness, fortified 
by a breakfast of rice and tea, the woman and her 
husband collected milky latex from cups attached 
to the slashed trees. augmenting their form income 
by a dolar (33 cents U. 5.) or soa diay 

(ther visits added to the picture of life in the 
Singapore countryside, In Rampone Wak Hassan, on 
the north coast, I visited a substantial Malay home 
Though the kampong was on high, drv ground, the 
hving-sleeping room was elevated, with cooking and 
washing spaces below. Mats covered the floor. Tame 
doves waddlecd on flat baskets hung overhead 

My hast offered fruit and cigarettes and called in 
hit two sone The elder cpooke Auent English, the 
VOUARLE tel eet Peat 

“Diiterent schools,” explained their father. “Older 
boy went to English school, learned Enetish anc 
hittle Malay. Small bay went there too, but ran away 
So sent to Malay school, where learns Malay and a 
little English.” He smiled. “Very little. But at least 
hie goes Lo school.” 
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4 that every child in Singapore 
and 5 percent 
quarter of the population) do, though schoot- 
ing is not compulsory. Chinese children are 
tuught in English, with Chinese as a second 
lancuage, dr vice versa. In secondary school 
they add Malay, the “national” language 
The English-taught son shower! me the vil- 
lage, a comfortably unregimented collection 
of thatched, plank-walled little houses 
“Everyone cloes what he likes with his own 
he explained, “Thev're nol 
same. Malays like to live in 
They alwave have. Life in the kampunes 
whence the English term “compound” for 
stich & 4ettlement) has changed little over the 
centuries. Possessions there are still uwnim- 
nortant, wealth is unnecessary, hard work & 
riliciulous always food enqugh 
tapioca, fish, mes. seer fruit 
can live in happy indolence if he chooses to, 
and many do, An Penta “Ntahee 
said to meé, “Twas beginning to get hunger so 
[ went fishing.” 
in Singapore's kampongs, however, the 
pattern of life ischanging. Most men work for 
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a scene of contrasts or Singapore's watertront. Malay fisheraecn har- 
vest the aca, silhouetted azainst the néoclassic dame of the Supreme Court buileline, 


other men. in Wak Hassan ] meta taxi dnver, 
a clerk, and several day ln other 
kamponis live policemen, 4tevedores, arti 
hotel workers, fishermen, and 
members of the National Assembly 
have proud possessions now; aradio,.a motor 
Food watch. Some buy food at the 
local erocery. Some five in molern bungalows. 
But in Wak Huossan und other Singapore 
kampongs the lovely sarong- wrapped Women 
still cluster like flowers around the water 
source to gossip and do the laundry, And in 
these uncrowded spaces, with their disorderly 
brizht blossoms, the people seem to drift 
about, the animuiais to amble. [t is as if some 
crit unsecn sign réad “Walk, Do Not Kun.” 
[crove mwa convinced that (wed sich aumi- 
thle peaples as the Malavs and the Malaysian 
(Chinese woull accept each other eventialls 
They have already begun to do so at Tuas, 
a Village at the southwest end of the island 
where fishing is everybody's business. The 
two races share a neighborhood, They also 
monthe the misfortune of 
forbidden to send their boats far off- 
shore where the bigver fish are found The 


laborers 


SoLfLs, even 


ie LT 


SOMITE E, a 


shurec| for mans 
heine 


bh SE OTe Ten ea 


Weirs of 


Mpex ne Lenithic 


Stas aati faaki. al lie wiiders 7 thir) Ufo 
Inconésian saboteurs had browszlit 
about curiews 


Phe village’ 


threat «i 
and-sauling restrictions 
s fish traps, of 
lie lees than a mile offshore 

outboard 
Honrade slender nibon 
held the tidy house an 
hsh-trap crew a sate 


“Hahing stakes,” 
1, SU-MInULe Pun 
sampun braweht me 

eed EE thea 
brand platiorm of a 
[5 feel abowe water 

| grabbed forthe ladder at 
and scrambled up, Four 
Chinese 


in an driven 





Mi pyibithers 


the top of a swell 
Grinning faces. three 


and one canine, welcomed me 


Landless Farmers Fish in Corrals 


Phe Southeast Asian fish trap has been ce- 
acon bed 25 a farmer's idea of how to catch fish 
Somehow it dots 
diverts 
Hiso of stakes, on the floor of which lies a net. 
up the 


TSS Th is CEE 


, | 000-foat row of stakes 
Echols of fish mito nh sort evt vorra| 
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| watched ac the fishermen wincher 
net to revered! HA SHImmmerine 


With fong-handled nets they dipped up sur 
dine-<iz ifferent 
In the bare, clean house Were seeping mats. 
charcoal stove, Cn the 
Wall hung stringed instruments of ald | 


Regretfully 


ah et ill clever | Se CTeES 
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oF (Wo 
I wer 
to wistt a tandless farmer of the land 
cliest Wars of life 
and indeed, one of the oldest housing 
problems in all Southeast Asin—i« that of the 
squatter. My fnend Austin writer, 
world travcier, old Ching hand, and former 
chief of Singapore's Tourist Promotion Board. 
His hiuseboy, 
and personal friend, Tan Rok Seng, 
take us to his parents" farm 
We traveled seven and ao half miles east of 
the city to a 
nding in clean sa i aml, Rain chiat- 
tered on the palm fronds as Senge waver! us 
Inte the concrete-floored thaiehie hucnnse: 
Mrs ruddy woman, 
acdres Chinese and took 


in invitation to stav tor o clas 


WILD Lest ly Wiciless PLT TTe r= oy the Seth 


CUM 


iiSstey ari t 
t ITe 





Of the this We 


nation 


outes, 





oriver, 
would 


invited me to visit one 


lowely stretch of old coconut 


paltis sta 





Tan, oa *weet-faced, 
sed Coates 
bath my 
topped cook 
el out as Senge s 41x brothers and tive sisters 
CATT us “Their 
Wis oil codking clinner for his livestock 

When the amenities 
showed te around the farm. 


in iting 
- She led us to the tin- 
the where {rut and tea were 
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dabbled in shallow ponds (page 297), pigeons 
peered from crowded cotes, hens gossiped 
Near & tidal marsh stood pigsties, 
rooied arainst the rain and floored with con- 
crete, ike the house 
“Th thase pens,” said Contes, “are the best 
kept pigs in Asia. And bir premises are the 
only legal ones here.” Heshook his hearl, saclly. 
“What happens is thie: A man like. Tan 
comes Into a region of rubber or coconut plan- 
lations, und he rents space on the owner's land 
for asmicultural purposes. Hence the leviti- 
mate piesties. Hut he has nowhere to five, «o 
he builds o hot Wow 
he's a squatter. Since 
everything's tempo- 
rary, there's no use 
mak ine 
ments, Old Ton has 
been here. “hempo- 
raruy tor—whiat tit, 
seng—-O wears? He 
can't save money to 
buy land, even if he 
could find land for 
sale. So hel 
DEINE o-squatter.” 
We watched broth 
erstour jind hive slope 
ping the pics with o 
hot mush of chopped 
DANAE stalks, sweret- 
potato vine, fish meal, 
ind caxtonut Ther 
worker with the pre- 
Hancers, 
filling and dumping. 
stirring and pouring 
When they moved, they ran. Thev worked 
WIth Leo nce 
“Well, this one kind of housing problem," 
said Coates “It's sad, but it's small comparec 
bo the one you see in the citv. The shop-houses 
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hevlore 2 flame 
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of the buck streets, picturesque as they are, 
are rotting, crowded shells. That's even worse 
than the permanent impermanence of Tan's 
SHtimhon, But in the ety the government's 


sOlution has been spectacular.” 





Slum Dwellers Sublet Stair Landings 


“Inthe past five years we have built 51,000 
homes, said Mir. Lim Phat Som, Chief Exec- 
ulive Cicer of Singapore’ Housing and 
Development Boor “Tt n't enough. During 
Lhe next five we must continue to build wt 
that rate outside the city itself. The most 





Eves cast down in modesty, o Hindu bride after 
her wedding is bedecked with golden hanvles, 
fits from reluitives of the groom Durie the cer 

Pits herpes) a pres reads in Sanskrit from 


Veedte texts while the bride ancl groom cup henedls 
eviniholiting purifcatwn Mr 


crowded square mile in Asia lies just back of 
our downtown business buildings.” 

Most of the new homes are apartments in 
“housing estates,” groups of high-rise build 
Cine, colled Gueenstown, is a satellite 
city with its own temple, mosque, church, 
shops, cinemas, tharkets, and schools (next 
pare) Licht tncdustries have been established 
nearby to give residents work near home 

The buildings stand like dominoes arranged 
tastefully on enct—tall (12 to 20 stories) and 
thin. They are as dissimilar as good architects 
with modest budgets can make them. To the 
fanmly of ive that has 
lived for miiriv years 
In a cubicle the size 
Ol @ OME-car Parage, 
in a-house where bali 
Ho hundred people use 
a single bucket |e 
tring, they seem close 
Lo Dera se, 

A two-room flat 
shower, flush 

and small 
kitchen rent« for 40 


[nies 


with 
toilet. 


local dollars (313.43 
month. For 
those who have a lit 


ul So) a 
He monev, there are 
fats for sale for ms 
little as 1.600 Ameri- 
can coliars. 

“We must 
tens af thousands of 
homes at a time,” <aiel 
Lim. “For that, 

we need a 

plan. Private developers can’t move people to 
make Weil [or new construcvon. We CHiN, Dy 
resettling everyone 

“Tn ane instance, the government's master 
plan has vone beyond housing as such. Vou've 
acen Jurong, our new madustrial estate?” 

| bad. On the southwestern edge of the ic- 
land a mangrove swamp had been reclaimed 
by boldly leveling nearby hills and using them 
ne fill. Cn the raw red earth, 95 factories: were 
Olready at work, turning out such diverse 
products a8 steel beams, rubber tires, fabrics, 
End cement. Dozens more are planned. A fine 
deepwater dock and thoy dock are already in 
place, served by o riulhead 

“We're building thousands of 
Jurong so that workers con live néar their 
jobs.” Mr. Lim went on. “That will be better 
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do mew, 
on the wall 
familiar with our old Chinese quar- 


tnan living where many ol them 

He westured toward a map 
“You're 
ters Most of the buildings 


to live in. Their tenants have leised out space 


are no honer hit 


to other tenant until people arr shecping-on 
aonetimes in shifts. The own 
rice 
wont spend! anything to maintain the build 
ings: The original tenant won't either, thes 
flan town them [t's m@ tess, and its got to he 
cleaned up 

| could only wish him luck, Yet | had grown 


| 
LOU La nies 
ake ee a — 


ers never see sublease money, 40 Ube, 


to love the hack streets for their touching cot 
Cr 


aunt] 
Dhouch they represented a-municipal 


sts of swieeiness Aric squalor, faiel 


ite svat 
sickness, I felt geratelul tor having seen Singa 
[ITE helote she took the cure 

La 


“Gey the wat eaicl Mr m. “the Pernia- 


EDD Secretar: has oanvited vou to tunel. Shia 
wes t 44 


Affluent Diner Chooses the Pend 


Wr Howe Yoon Chong, Permanent Secre 
tl PCr 


civil servant and an outspoken man. He wis 


tenet to hear that my 


tary ofl evelopment, tf a career 


ctav in Singur 
would last more than a month. “When vou 
leave.” be said, “wou will hove been bere long 
enough to know that there isa great deal you 
4nd that ts ws it Should be, It is 


(Whit | qe 


the one-week visitor we féar, When he leaves 
he knows the answers to wll our problems 


Kir. Howe 


ane here the Ah a Lie 
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One CA MANA A open 


‘| 
Then mv neighbor fished out of the soup 


tureen o&< well-manicured chicken fool anil 


deposited it in-mv bow 
ie | 


‘erhaps our guest does not lke chicken 
feet,” said the PS with wicked solicitucle 


Lie rica tev are torawn owas 


Possibly in 

“NO. tM Ii lena rie} i= 
Aun how thoauwehttul of the cook to hive 
renminved the toenails 
ext CHIT 


Y TD oneassurecd him 
BS Lere 
uh. claws” 
a Whole pomiret. 
eLearn im ats breth. Me 


Or POM pT, 
Incision miuirrecl ibs 
sili] mv host 
Ing Lowirc the creature. | picked up mv chop 

row to 


P are 5 ¥ 1; oe ae SS =P Sgt a Bate 
fo up a@ainst a fully assembled, five-pound 


diver side. “Flease 
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sticks, but without much convirtion 
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Follow the leader. Dhicks stream across a pond 
on a Chinese squatters farm (opposite). Tan Ah 
Yeoh also raises pigeons, chickens, und pigs on 
land he rentia. Having no other place to live, Tati 
built o newt thatch-roofed house here, though the 


land does oot belone.to him 


Monkey hear, monkey do, Obeving volte com 
mints, a Malay farmer's helper throws cocomuts 
from apalm tree already denuded of its fronds for 
thatching A tue on the bong lenah will bring the 
Its owner employe two 


beast acompetnne down 


och animals to gather the hard-to-reach nuts 





fish with o pair of twigs? [ lanced around 
the circle of dite, attentive faces. Sa clues 
there I pakecl Nothing can lia se 

“Like this” «aid Alan Choe, the architect 
With chopsticks in one hand and spoon in the 
other, he cdishocdged a large piece of flesh. I fol 
lowed suit, detaching a lump from the pom 
Irct's plump side, Mr. Howe shook his heal 
in disapproval 

‘Wou would mot bring wo large ransom,” he 
announced. | looked at hin bhankh 


“Tn the old days, when kiclnapers: made off 





with a victim about whom they knew little, 
they put before him a pomfret. Lf he tagk the 
saft underbelly or head, he wie used to the 
very best and would bring a large ransom. If 
he teok the feah close to the dorsal fin, he 
had been browecht op to accept second best 
and would bring a smiller ransom. If he took 
the meat of the side, as vou did, he was hardly 
Worth Kidnaping at all, Soa VO Se, Vir ire 


sife in Sinpapore.” 
Thrifty Family Retrieves Food Offering 


1 hearl 


crime rate is low. [t= police force is excellent 


always felt safe in Singapore, [ts 
So with no miiseivings at alll aceepted the in 
vVitatton of a close Chinese [friend ane fre 
Quen assoc ale, Teo Kah Hock, te visit places 
the average tourist -all too kelly to mis 


kine 


plice where SNPapOreAns of BVer 
rongregutie tl mihi 

We sturted at ao small Buddhist temple 
fomodest miracle was on cdreplayv, Thi 


t 
Were rd ul iby pet | 


Where 
Was a growth, fount in a 


ped ed, ee rhe i sO Te What resembled il h CTRL EF 





han 
1 crowd stared wide-eved tnd silent, as if to 
ahsarh its tric 

[In another shine a famuly spread the mak 
Len 


Ln omen of good luck. said the priests 


is Of o splendid meal upon the alta 
nacked it up again and took it home 
“The spints ent only the spirit.af the food, 
explained Hock. "No need to waste the rest’ 
He led m 
and alleys, listening 
wines Walled, accompanied by crums and 
snarling cymbals 
sil Hock. “Tt isa ‘niet viel 
someane has died, and his friends have corr 


i Clee pet nin the MibFe cif | ines 


In the distances wood 


"This Wat 


their respects 

sealed off from trate for tn 
night, 20 ar 40 people sat eating and drinking 
ait small tibles in the street Wreaths of of 
chids and franpal leaned agamst the fronts 
of the houses 


“Tt is the funeral of a poor 


te 
In wn alley 


man,” Flock tole 
me. He pointed aut the coffin, carved from a 


single log of softwood, and many paper ab- 


fects pied nearbs 

“Those are efigies: paper copies of things 
the dead man will need, There is spirit money, 
or joss paper; there ic a pauper house, anc a 
paper rickshaw, There might be paper cars of 
paper girls. Eweryvthing be likes, All these are 
burned, they will go with him inte the spirit 
world,” 

We Watched for a while a cduncing priests 
worshiped before o gaudy altar, turning in 
rhvthm. The 
clremony seemed to submerge in mvsy bustle 





time to the orchestras heavy 


Ihe frightening mystery of death, insulating 
the bereaved by sound] and color and formal 
htun from the first pain of sorrow, 

Hock spoke thoughtfulls 
lucky. He ced 
cistritts as this. wsu alty It many the landlords 


“This min wis 
re in his own home. In such 





of chief tenants and their wives and parents 
Phere 
to the there And it j 


Must £0 to the death fwotuses,” 


Who die mt home is rh Toot for others 


Hite bad luck Soe thes 





the death houses of Sago Lane. 
Where every day fower-decked trucks stool 
ready and musicians blared dutifully on the 
adewulk 


said Little. grentapes 


| Kier 


Inside, on the vround floor, were 
oraying before half- 
open coffins. Foreign visitors were not allowed! 
Up the soiled sturway to the second floor. But 


alu Lvs 


1 k 
Hock had once entered Saucon Bf Hace. to hind 


an infant niece broucht there ti 
cle, He described it: T will nat 


“Let me just explain,’ 


rewell to 
saint Hock in his 
gentle, pedantic wov. “We call the voune dead 
and we are nol interested 


[tas the same for bachelors ancl spin 


‘short-lite Persons, 
in them 
eters; they have no children tow orship them, 
nd 4o when they cle itis net important. The, 
go to the death houses, Withus, duniersmourm 
wher do hol mourn 
Father and mother dont ¢o to the funeral of 
ot Chaich. 
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“Tt is not really eo different | was speaking 
of the way we act, the way Buddhism and 
Taoism teach us. We do not show sorrow. 
But we can cry at home,” 

We resumed our wandering way, moving 
slowly as Hock peered into dark lanes ancl ul- 
coves, “There is a man I want to show you,” 
he saic. “This man is a storyteller: I like him 
very much because he shakes his head and 
waves his hands a great deal while he tells 
stories: But he is not in his usual places. I 
hope he is not dead: He may be dead: he is an 
old opiam addict.” 

Hock amiled tn recollection: “1 hart on old 
relative who was an opium addict. Every 
morning at: 9:30 he would smoke in his room 
He had o cat who always sat under the bed 
while he smoked. The cat just enjoyed the 
smell, The emell of the opium, The day after 
my relative died that cat came to his room at 
“30 to smell the opium. He had tears in his 
eves, He was-very uneasy, Very uneasy. He 
was an opium addict, too, I think. 

“Anyway, | know another storyteller.” 

We found this one squatting by a wallwith 
a book propped in front of him, lit by the 
vellow flame of a coconut-oil lamp. Glasses 
perched on his nose, and he did not shake his 
head much. His auchence—old men, for the 
most part—sat on woven mats. They nodded 
and smiled and sighed in unison like goer! 
children being read to by a kindly father. 


Penicillin, Pearls, and Tiger Parts 


Across the street from the storyteller an- 
other elder af the ancient world sat mt his 
place of business on the pavement Old Lim, 
he was, a doctor of the old school. The city's 
fine hospitals and modern medical specialists 
had not yet deprived him of his clientele. His 
pills and potions spread around him, he stared 
into the faces of his patients with cunning 
eves, reading their troubles. Lim frowned on 
surgery but could seta bone, he told ws, with 
the best. 

On what other sidewalk in the world, I 
wondered, could a man find sustenance for 
mind and body not ten paces apart, and all 
for the price of a short beer? 

As we left the street of the savants, Hock 
drew me lito a late-closing apothecary shop. 

“Sneaking of medicine,” he said, “here are 
things you should see On the left, in all those 
jus, are old Chinese medicines. On the right, 
modern drus, from aspirin to penicillin.” 

He showed me stag horn, whose shavings 
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cost more than gold by weight and would 
make m min more manky. There was rhinoc- 
cros horn, sold here for reduction of fevers. 
Tiger bones anc organs, fossil teeth, crushed 
pearls were here available to the wealthy in- 
valid, along with innumerable herbs and tonic 
wine from grent glass jars in which the pallid 
corpses Of snakes coiled like rotting rope. 

The strange substances around us remine- 
ed me that there is really not very much the 
Singaporeans don't eat in the name of either 
health or hunger. Hock hac shown me u sec- 
tion of the market where wild onimuls are 
sold, alive or fresh-killed to order. Here were 
pecled pythons, dressed six-foot lizards, 
skinned-out civet cats, cowering guines pigs, 
and assorted turtles: Flying foxes, those big- 
gest of bats, hung inverted in their cages, star- 
ing out aghast through bulging black eves. A 
disconsolate monkey moped in a corner, a 
row of beheaded toads pulsed with unex- 
tinguished lite. 


Mee-rnan Heralds Evening's End 


A small boy trotted down the street, clack- 
ing two sticks tocether in the traditional an- 
nouncement of a less exotic pustatory adven- 
ture: the coming of a mee-man. Soon the 
seller of noodles trundled mito view, his cart 
wafting steam and fragrance. Hock and T ate 
the hot mee with pork and prawn gravy and 
wialked on. 

“He is going home, I think,” Hock said. 
“It's the end of the evening, lor all except the 
nicht people. Now I will take you home, too, 
to the Raffles Hotel,” 

He might ox well have said “._.to vour 
own kind.” Thes my Western-mannererl, 
cosmopolitan friend, Chinese in heart ancl 
Malaysian in mind, gently and unintentionally 
reminded me of my alien identity. I had for- 
rotten my foreignmess. 

The side «treet dimmed of the hawkers 
and food-stall men blew out thei lights. The 
voices of the multitudes, now vanished into 
the dark sheltering houses, reuched os a5 4 
murmur of compounded sound, like that of « 
greal audience, waiting. A rush of rain ex- 
tinguished it. 

We drove then out of the old town, the old 
Chinese world, and came at once into the 
mieht-bound realm of the business center, 
born of a merchant's dream, where silent 
skyscrapers entombed the testaments of trade 
and turbaned Sikhs slept, on uard, across 
the doors: 
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We make 3 do the work of 4 








We built a better engine with a better idea. We 
took the power of a 4-cylinder tractor engine 
and compressed it neatly into 3. 

The result: a tougher, more compact engine 
with fewer but stronger working parts. For ex- 
ample, the crankshatt is 6 shorter but 37 /bs 
heavier. That extra heft and metal means 
greater lugging power, longer life: 

Other advantages of this new 3-cylinder de. 
Sign are @ smoother engine. a more efficient 
anging and one that saves: money on fuel 


The 3-cylinder tractor engine is typical of 
Ford thinking—the kind of thinking that pro- 
duces fresh, new, unusual ideas. A station 
WEEOM tailgate that ts both a door and a tailgate. 
Atwo-way ignition Key—it's always right side up, 

And through our Philco subsidiary, we've 
even created an electronic teaching aid that 
halps students—from grade school to graduate 
schoot—tearn faster. 

Today, Ford means a lot more than cars. It 
Means exciting new ideas. 
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The Bayeux Tapestry: 
a conquest in color 


FRANCING oul of the past comes 
P proud Harold of England. Ahead 
of him lies defeat at the hands of Wil- 
Haim the Conqueror, To commemorate 
the Norman Conquest of England in 
1066, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC pub- 
lishes in color—for the first time in any 
migazine—the entire pectoral record 
af the event, the nearly nine-centuries: 
Ol Bayeux Tapestry. 

Reproducing the embroidery was a 
conquest in itself, Working with black- 
and-white. prints, Assistant I|lustra- 
tions Editor Mary S.(Gnswald scaled 
down the 231-foot-long hanging to 
make page breaks without intermupt 
ing major scenes. Result: the complete 
Tapestry in mintature—?9 feet ? inch- 
és long, Sent to France with 17 cases 
of equipment. Victor R, Boswell, Jr.. 
left, and Milton A. Ford received per- 
mission from the City of Bayeux ‘to 
photograph the masterpiece without 
is glass cover. They spent nivhts 
shooting the Tapestry and days de- 
veloping film in a hotel bathroom, 

With special pride the National 
Geographic Society presents this un- 
usual journey into o bygone age 
Through 3,100,000 copies of the mag- 
azine, the Tapestry will unfold for 
more people than have ever seen the 
original, Enablé your friends to enjoy 
such treasured issues: Nominate them 
for membership on the form below 
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and Arctic Oceans? Ig h +4 


“Plants” that move 7 
and “rocks” that live? . 


UNBELIEVABLE? 

These are only afew of the thousands [Ro 
of fascinating facts and findings = Actual nine: 84470} 
that await you when you and your 
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family plunge into THE SEA, < | 64 in dull color 


the introductory volume in the gl Aenone the: other volemes in 
7 the Nature Library: 
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You are invited to explore THE SEA 


for 10 days as a guest of the 
[T73 Nature Library 


Ky ieee time immemorial, the sea has woven a spell 
over man. Yet until recently it has been almost a 
tolal mistery, Only in the last two decades have we 
begun tnlocking the sea's secrets with electronic 
sounding, listening, and recording devices .. . od- 
vanced diving and breathing equipment depend- 
able under-waler cameras and lights... powerful 
Grills that pierce the very crust of the earth, miles 
below sea level 

Now, from this raphily accumulating treasury of 
swientific knowledge LIFE brings You THe Sea, as 
your introduction to the LIFE Nature Library, 


Brilliant lifelike pictures and text 
To bring you this book, LIFE mobilized skilled 
cams Of writers, photographers, artists pnd re- 
scorchers. They have produced a virtual encyelo- 
pedia of the sea. [t 50 accurate and clearly wrilten, 
has been adopted for use in thousands of class- 
roams from grade school to college. 

Throwgh its 192 elittering photographs, -pamt- 
ts, maps, drawings, and charis, and: 35,000 words 
of text, you jom in great scientific adventures of 
Our time 

You board the bathvscaph Frieste and plunge 
mio the blackness of the deepest-kKoown trench, 
acven miles below sea level, You jou in mapping 
the longest Known mountain-range in the world— 
40,000 miles, and entirely under water. You catch 
a cnt fish thought ta be extinct for 50 million 
Vears. You take part in an exciting hunt for clues 
to (he onions of lite mseif—tn the sediment that blan- 
kets the occan bottom. (In some places it is 244 
mules thick and may have lain undisturbed for Ail- 
fons Of Vears,) 


Yours for a FREE 10-day examination 
Obviously so vast and exciting a book cannot be 
adequately described here. So we invite you to 
porrow a copy from us for 10 days. Then if you 
wish you may return it and owe nothing. Or you 
may own it for much less than auch an expensively 
printed and handsomely bound book would ordi- 
nanily cost, Thanks to Time-Lire's vast facilities 
and large print orders, you pay only $3.95 (plus 
shipping and handling). Then you will be entitled to 
receive another volume of the LIFE Nature Library 
for free examination every 2 months. But vou make 
no COMMItMEntts, promic to buy nothing. And YOu 
may cance! this arrangement any time you wish. To 
examine the first volume, simply fill out and mail 
coupon below, 
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| TIME & LIFE BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILL. aoe! 
Meise cere] mt as a subscriber io the LIFE Natae. Li- 
brary und setel ree Volume [ (Tat Sra) for a 10-day Trial 
Eaamigation. 1, al the end of that time, | decide pot io 
continue the setees, 2 will nttucn the book, canceling my 
suberiplion. tf t keep the boak, I will pay $4.95 Cpe 
ree. and honing). 0 ancdherstind tad future volumes 
Will be iaiued of approval al twoemenih intervals, at the 
same price of $1.95. The 1-day Free Esamination prixi- 
lege applies to all wolume|ed in the Library, and | may cancel 
biy sibscription at any tame. 
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Address 





State 
(Mease inclade Zone or Zip Code No, if known) 
Schon and Libraries: Address ordery ic Sliver Burdett, Co, 

| Morristown, MI, 
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Lightweight, compact, wad meagnifi- 
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If you eat or sleep away from home, 
this is the only quidebook to America that tells you: 
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SOUTH AMERICA HAS 
TWO SIDES. AND WE 
CAN SHOW YOU BOTH. 
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There is this. moment, when o 
great liner drops ite ties to land for the open Sen 
Multicolored fags whipping in the breeze...¢ayv colored confetti 
streaming down her cleaming white hull, a bard tmrely heard 
above the shouting and the vibrant blast of the ahip’s horn. 

[In this hurry, hurry world we ive in there is still one 
magnificent moment, It is an unforgettable experience. Even if 
your cruise is aonly a few dave to the Caribbean this feeling of 

= &\« fn) * eeepeis ipiation. ot high doventure, 
=) ak of excitement will grip you 
Only the sen does this...only 
., aboard shin does the feeling of 
“ aw complete, utter relaxation come to you. Hours 
and days and nights seam to be a blend of good erent nship 
and fun. What time it is, even what day itis doesn't matter until 
suddenly it'a over too soon and the world of honking horns and 
sthedules and rush, rush, rush is-with you again. But you can 
cope With it better thanks to the sen and its restorative 
powers. And there's always the next vovage to look for- ~ 
ward to—marvbe next time to South America or north tothe 
Viking countries or the Mediterranean or ‘round Africa. 
Moore-MeCormiuck will tike you there in the newest ships 
that fly the American Flag—the 6a ANGENTIAA or “- 
24 BRASIL. Because vou like the “American way of life" “a 
vou Will enjoy the good fom, the cheerful service, and 
the friendship of pe ople who, like you, want to see the 
world but believe there's no Baie like | home and tier 
home away from home is a MooréeMeCormack ship, 
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MOORE-McCORMACK LINES 


Two Broadway, Dept. WG-8, New York 10004 











“ff ae a “The little squig 444 [7 
~, our Gulf map would have 
‘helped him avoid this. 


A pity. If he'd mailed us a card 
before the trip, we'd have sent road 
maps with his best route clearly 
marked in orange ink. (And that ink 
line would have gotten him around 
“S| ) this sort of thing.) 
“%\ You can get this service by 
asking your Gulf dealer for a Tourgide 
request card. Just fill in your destina- 
tion, your choice of the quickest or 
most scenic route, and mail it. Along 
“with the maps, you'll receive motel 
arid sightseeing information. 

So before you pick up and go, pick 
up a Tourgide request card 
wherever you see the Sign of the 
Gulf Orange Disc. 
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Orient in sound...the gatety of a geisha 
Chinese opera in Hong Kong, the exotic 
Lempie cancers...The whpla 
neh potpourrl af soynd thal greets you on a tow! 
of the Orient enhanced By Japan Air Linés. Use 
the coupon for this narrated album and for JAL's 
FREE "Pretlight K choice 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS? 
ATTACH TOUE BATIGMAL GEOGRAPHIC LABEL HEME, 
pet eee sddren below, clip eed eal to Wational 
Geaqragha Society, Wavhington, DL, WERE eve 
& Qetview sheet peer magazine? Litarh label fo thin 
form, cal clip ie pour letter. | 
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Newest National Geographig@ special Publication 


Tne RIVER aes 
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Think of thé.dramas... 

think of the contrasts... that 
have cast theif. shimmering 
images on the face of the 
mighty Nile, Thesstory of this 
river of history wilh eanthrall 
your Tamily! 

if you haven't already reserved 
ine Sqoaety's series of four 
special Publications, fo it 

now, Thestirst two volumes 
OUR COUNTRY’S PRESIDENTS 
and THE RIVER NILE 

... are ready, The 

other books will follow at 
three-m@nth intervals. Each 

i handsomely bound, 
colorfully illustrated, 
wonderfully entertaining ... 
and only $4.25, postpaid! 


HATION AL GEOGRAPHIC Society 
DEPARTMENT 327 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 2ooa6 


Please send the mocha ly s Tour 
Spenal Pulliesbond as they become 
Avatable, and bill re $425 for each 
booK when i ts omated. | will be free 
fo return any book which | decide 
noe td Keep, or to canes! ry 
sobscnption for theses tbooks by 


nitifying the Soceoty 


Marte 
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You can telephone all over the world 


Today you can reach 96.8 percent of the phones in the world by 
Long Distance. You can ask questions, get the answers... quickly 
and conveniently. And the cost 1s low. For only 512, plus tax, for the 
first three minutes, you can call almost anywhere in the world. Even 
lower rates are in effect to many countries. And reduced night and 
Sunday rates apply to many areas. When you want to keep in touch 


with anyone—telephone. It's the next best thing to being there. 






























Why the lady couldn't 
keep her parakeet 


Right alter buying a parakeet, she 
slorted snerzing and anillling, 

Her doctor suspected an allergy 
Tests showed she wus sensitive — 
lo the feathers and dunders of hirds, 

Hele wax simple, Wo more 
firdieet, So more allergy, 

Bul for millions, there's no easy 
meray Tron plania, pollens. dusts and 
fois that couse ether «easonal or 
voor-ronnd aliacks of allergy, 

Fortunately, their distressing 
Syinplams needn't persist fer 
Weeks or months, in mest cases, 
antihistiarniinte medicines give reliel 
und comdort. | 

These medicines—some of the mast 
effective of which were dey ehinpred 
by Parke-Davis—evemplify the ooal 
of pharmaceutical research: the 
rreation of new and betler medirines 
lo help improve the treatment 
Of diseases. 
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